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FIRST STEP TOWARDS A NEW LONDON 


1 Bee proposition now made bythe London County 
Council that a site for the Shakespeare National 
Theatre should be provided on the south bank of the 
Mriver between Waterloo Bridge and the Charing Cross 
railway bridge, is of especial interest as indicating the 
view that an early start may be expected on the re- 
development of the south side. The scheme, as for- 
mulated in 1943, was assumed to be carried through 
in three stages, the first covering the area between 
the London County Hall and Waterloo Bridge, the 
second to the eastward as far as Blackfriars Bridge, 
and the third along Bankside to Southwark Cathedral. 
The removal of Charing Cross Station and substitution 
‘of a road bridge here is, for economic reasons, reserved 
im to the second stage. 
™ Our readers may be reminded that the area now 
offered was from the first assigned to a theatre, together 
with a riverside promenade and gardens, so that the 
present proposal is in exact accord with the original 
intention, based on very definite advantages it possesses 
for such purposes. It would suffer in its amenities 
as long as the adjacent railway line remained, but the 
elimination of this is an integral feature in the London 
plan. The substitution of a road bridge is very naturally 


lm proposed, but the approaches to this present difficulties 


which have not so far been satisfactorily met; the 
Victoria Embankment does not offer a good starting 
level and an additional traffic route out of the Strand 
so near to Trafalgar-square is undesirable. From the 
im aspect of vehicular movement, the best route would be 
lm one from the junction of Long Acre with St. Martin’s- 
lm lane crossing over the Strand and then dropping down 
if to a suitable level for the bridge. Apart from such a 
toute it is doubtful whether a road bridge is really 
desirable and the alternative of a wide footbridge 
lm could be considered ; such a bridge might be covered 
and have groups of small shops along the sides, as 
even with these it would obstruct the view to a less 
extent that the present railway bridge with its deep 
girders. 

To return to the question of the site itself, the area 
indicated would be ample and the surroundings open 
and pleasant; a covered connection with Waterloo 
Station and its tube satellites could easily be provided, 
which would make the theatre very accessible from the 
south-western suburbs and other parts of London. 
The river front would be visible from a long stretch of 
the Embankment and an impressive architectural 
treatment is consequently justified; taking these 
points into consideration, the proposal is deserving of 
the warmest commendation and would meet the re- 
quirements far better than the original one of the very 

estricted site at South Kensington. There is, moreover 

slight link with tradition in view of the fact that 
many of Shakespeare’s plays were first produced at 

ankside which, though further east, bears a somewhat 
similar relation to the London of those days as does this 
position to the London of the present. 


In any case, the proposition must be welcomed as 
he first step towards the replanning of London, and it 


encourages us to hope that in the near future it may be 
possible to record other measures on the lines indicated 
in the L.C.C. plan and such variations of it as have been 
contributed by the R.A. and the R.I.B.A. where these 
have possessed any special merit in enhancing the 
convenience and dignity of our Metropolis. The 
comprehensive character of such a programme demands 
a vast mass of detailed consideration which the con- 
ditions have not, up to the present, made possible. 
Some of this work can be passed on to the Metropolitan 
Boroughs, but the major features of the plan, which 
involve the London County area, the City, the populous 
zone included in the London region and even going out- 
side this, are such as can, as a whole, be handled only 
by a joint authority representing all the bodies in- 
terested and probably established under Government 
control. Guidance as to procedure is indicated 
by the work done in some of the major provincial 
centres, but none of these have yet been carried to 
finality nor are any so full of complexity as that of 
London. 

So far the economic aspects of remodelling on this 
scale have not received the degree of attention that is 
required to enable decisions to be made as to how far, 
and at what rate, this great task can be carried through 
towards its ultimate conclusion; a high standard has 
been visualised, which is all to the gocd, but the mar- 
shalling of resources is as yet hardly begun. Such an 
investigation extends beyond the prospective advantages 
as regards the gain in economic efficiency, health and 
amenity that may be expected, as it must also include 
the nation’s ability, during some pericd not perhaps 
capable of definition at the present time, to implement 
the changes involved. We have been warned that the 
economic situation demands exceptional industry and 
activity in every direction if we are to recover from the 
losses due to the war, and though it would be an added 
disaster if this were to dishearten us from making the 
advances recognised as essential to national wellbeing, 
it is obvious that we must take into account this position 
in devising the methods to be adopted for the purpose 
in view. The extent to which the cost of war has been 
met by public loans encourages the opinion that the 
more profitable undertakings of peace might be financed 
by similar means, and that local as well as national 
patriotism could be directed to the renovation of our 
cities and their surroundings. 

In these columns we have already referred to the 
idea of holding a Centenary International Exhibition 
during 1951 in the London area, and suggested that the 
south bank of the Thames should be organised for this 
purpose. This might be of material assistance in the 
replanning that the L.C.C. scheme indicates as needful 
and would give it a direct appeal to a wider public 
than would otherwise be the case. Other methods 
might be evolved which might give certain interests 
or groups a direct incentive to support this or that 
feature of the reconstruction plan, while the Govern- 
ment control of the railways should open the way to 
co-ordinations in the transport system advantageous 
as regards both economy and amenity. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


“The Builder” New Year Issue. 

Tue first peace-time New Year issue of 
The Builder, to be published next week, 
will be of modest size as compared with 
pre-war issues, due to the continuing 
shortage of paper, yet of more than usual 
interest. An interesting selection of 
recent architecture will include Mr. 
Romilly Craze’s plans for rebuilding and 
extending A. W. Pugin’s St. George’s 


Cathedral, Southwark; new work at 
Queen Charlotte’s Hospital by Meésrs. 
Stanley Hall and Easton and ertson ; 


Mr. G. Newton’s scheme for the 
Gordon Memorial College, Khartoum; 
and some recent work for London Trans- 
port by Adams, Holden and Pearson. In 
addition to the usual features, letterpress 
will include a series of messages from the 
leaders of the building industry ; an article 
on the ‘“ Architecture of Stage and 
Screen,’’ by Dr. Lanchester; and another 
on ‘‘ Prefabrication : Problems and Oppor- 
tunities,’ by Mr. Jack Howe. Mr. W. T. 
Creswell, K.C., examines the copyright 
position that is created by architects com- 
missioned to repair or rebuild war- 
damaged buildings designed by other 
architects. Mr. W. H. Ansell makes a 
characteristically wise and witty contri- 
bution to our series of ‘‘ Architectural 
Reminiscences.” The price of The 
Builder New Year issue will be advanced 
to 1s. (by post 1s, 2d.). 


L.C.C. Architect. 

THe London County “ Council 
applications for appointment, on a_per- 
manent basis, to the position of Architect 
to the Council, with responsibility also for 
the duties of Superintending Architect of 
Metropolitan Buildings. Salary £2,500, 
rising by £250 after the first and third 
years to £3,000 a year. Forms of applica- 
tion (stamped addressed foolscap envelope 
necessary) are obtainable from Clerk of 
the Council (K), The County Hall, West- 
minster Bridge, 8.E.1. Applications must 
be returned so as to be received not later 
than Saturday, February 2. 


The International Reunion of Architects. 

Tue British Section of the Inter- 
national Reunion of Architects met on 
December 6 at the R.I.B.A. The object 


invite 


of the Reunion is to promote widerstand- 
ing and co-operation among architects, 
and to set the foundations of a co- 
ordinated exchange of information which 
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is so vital at present. The following 
officers were elected : President, Professor 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. Erno Goldfinger; Hon. Treasurer, 
Mr. F. E. Towndrow. A cordial vote of 
thanks was recorded to Mr. Howard 
Robertson, the retiring President. An 
executive committee and a sub-committee 
to consider the publication in London of 
an International Bulletin were set up. 


Control of Outdoor Advertising. 

Mr. Lewis Smxin, Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, and Mr. George 
Buchanan, Under-Secretary of State for 
Scotland, on December 19 met representa- 
tives of the advertising interests and dis- 
cussed with them the question of the 
future control of outdoor advertising. The 
Minister said the present position was un- 
satisfactory and existing legislation inade- 
quate. It was his duty to see that the 
amenities and natural beauty of this 
country were not destroyed. In carrying 
out that duty he wished to be just to the 
advertising industry, and he was hopeful 
that it would be possible to reach a broad 
measure of agreement. He had not yet 
had an opportunity of discussing the ques- 
tion with the Loca] Authorities’ Associa- 
tions, but he hoped to do so in the near 
future. The representatives agreed to 
consult their respective associations 
with a view to discussing details with the 
Minister at a further conference early in 
the New Year. 


R.1.B.A. Problems in Design, 1946. 

A ist of R.I.B.A. Problems in Design 
for the year ending December 31, 1946, is 
now issued. Copies of the list may be 
obtained free on application at the 
R.LB.A. 





placed in the entrance hall of 75, Eaton-place, S.W.1, 


tects and Surveyors, to the 


memory of the late Sir Edwin Lutyens, for seven years its President. It is of his favourite 


off-white Cornish marble, designed by his chi 


mason, with an inscription in lettering designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens 


ief assistant and executed by 


his favourite 
imself. 
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City of Manchester Plan: 
Edition. 

Manchester Corporation have issued an 
abridged edition of the City of Manchester 
Plan, 1945. Copies may be obtained from 
booksellers, price 3s. each, or direct from 
the publishers, Messrs. Jarrold and Sons, 
Ltd., the Empire Press, Norwich, price 
3s. 3d., post free. -The Manchester plan 
has been fully reviewed in our pages. 


Abridged 


Professionai Announcements. 

Mr. Percy Tuomas, O.B.E., LL.D., 
P.R.1.B.A., announces that from Janu- 
ary 1 he will take into partnership his son, 
Mr. Norman Percy Thomas, M.B.E., 
Dip.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., and that the firm 
will in future be known as Percy Thomas 
and Son, of 10, Cathedral Road, Cardiff 
(Telephone : 1380). 

Messrs. Prre, Son anp Farrweatuer, 
FF. and A.R.1.B.A., chartered architects, 
announce that from January 1 their 
London office address will be 6, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, Westminster, 8.W.1 (tele- 
phone: Whitehall 5576), and all corre- 
spondence should be addressed there. The 
branch office at 16, Market-square, 
Westerham (tel. : Westerham 78), will be 
retained until further notice. 


Mr. AuisteR MacDonatp, F.R.1.B.A., 
chartered architect, is now conducting his 

rofessional practice from 46, Lincoln’s Inn 
F ields, London, W.C.2. Telephone : 
Chancery 5160. 

Mr. F. J. Mesxms, F.J.A.8., an- 
nounces that Mr. Francis L. Rourke, 
P.A.S8.I., will be joining the firm of F. J. 
Meekins and Pariners, Oxford Circus 
House, 245, Oxford-street, London, W.1, 
as partner, to take effect on January 1. 
Mr. Rourke has for some time held the 
position of superintending surveyor in the 
firm, and will remain ip sole charge of 
the department that he previously super- 
vised. 

Mr. Harotp Riwovr, F.§.1., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has taken into partner- 
ship Mr. S. C. Wells, a member of his 
staff. The practice will be continued at 
its present address, Regency House, 1-4, 
Warwick-street, Regent-street, W.1, under 
the title of Harold Ridout and Partner. 


Mr. M. S. Gmurtz, B.Se.(Eng.), M.I. 
Struct.E., A.M.I.C.E., late of Messrs. 
F. S. Snow and Partners, London, is now 
practising as a building and civil engineer 
at 2a, Achad-Haam-street, Tel Aviv, 
Palestine. Trade catalogues of manufac- 
turers and suppliers will be welcomed. 


Caprarin R. J. W. Cuoven, R.E., 
P.A.S.I., has been released from the Army 
and is now taking an active interest in the 
firm of Oppenheim and Clough, surveyors, 
of 33, Palmerston-road, Southampton, 
where he will be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues. 


From The Builder of 1846. 


Saturday, January 3, 1846. 

We deal in honey rather than in 
vinegar; we are not disposed to wound 
feelings merely to appear smart, and to 
depress struggling merit for the sake of 
showing our taste or superior knowledge 
of the subject treated. When, however, 
the interests of the public demand plain 
speaking, when corruption is apparent, 
dishonourable conduct exhibited, wher 
public offices are inefficient or unjust, or 
a charlatan deserves exposure, we will not 
be deterred from what we may- believe to 
be our duty by consideration for indi- 
viduals or by any personal 
extract from George Godwin’s New Year 
editorial. 
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THE BUILDER 


EXETER PHOENIX 


PLAN BY THOMAS SHARP, M.A., P.T.P.I., L.R.I.B.A., FOR THE 
RECONSTRUCTION AND REDEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY 


WE ARE DELIGHTED ! 

A first examination of Mr. Sharp’s 
suggested plans for the rebuilding of 
Exeter has assured us all that it has 
been a labour of love for him, for he 
has evolved a “ human ” plan, and no 
academic essay upon the drawing- 
board. 

With these preliminary, words, I 
would put to the general public, who 
do not know their Exeter, a_ brief 
description of its natural features, its 
importance as a gateway to the West, 
and its cultural traditions. Whether 
Exeter had been assailed by the wrath 
of war or not, it is an undoubted fact 
that its position, as the junction of the 
main roads to the whole of the coun- 
ties of Devon and Cornwall lying to 
the west, would have necessitated a 
most drastic remodelling to do away 


with the bottlenecks of narrow streets 


and steep gradients which precluded a 
normal flow of traffic through its 
eentre; in fact, it has been shown that 
it has taken a car, in the old days, 
three hours to travel two miles through 
the City. I would add that the present 
plan of Exeter is a most complex one, 
of narrow and intertwining smal} 
streets wedged in between the old 
main straight artery of the High- 
street, the red stone Rougemont Castle 
on its hill, and the grey encloistered 
Cathedral in its green setting. There 
seemed, in fact, to be no reasonable 
method of or plan possible for the sim- 
plification of its traffic and transport 
problems without the most drastic 
re-designing. 

As a centre of Markets, Education, 
and Culture, Exeter’s position is 
remarkable, for it is ideally placed 
geographically, drawing its produce, 
its personnel and its public from a 
wide and rich country, supplied by 
two main railway lines. And yet, 
Exeter never did sufficient honour to 
its resources in architectural expres- 
sion, and save for the old Market in 
Queen-street and the New University 
Buildings it was singularly exr~<.s10n- 
less as far as its local government, 
museum buildings, art schools and 
such-like were concerned, its public 
halls and theatres being negligible. 

Now, however, we can turn to its 
present position, assailed by a short 
attack in 1942 of but an hour or so; so 
much was destroyed for which our 
generation must be grateful, and so 
much of beauty was retained, that Mr. 
Sharp’s problem called for the most 
personal and individuai handling. 

During the last few decades of its 
development, an immense stretch of 
surrounding country was engulfed, like 
so many of our great cities, but as Mr. 
Sharp has pointed out, the position is 
not irreparable, and there is still 
“hope for Exeter.” He has now con- 
verted that hope into a certainty, if 
these plans are carried out, for he has 
created a series of drawings which 
convince the onlooker of the inevita- 
bility of its planning. This is no 
academic, drawing-board conception, 
relying upon those inhuman vistas, 





those balanced sweeps of roads and 
formal squares, which seem to be the 
joy of planners, especially where the 
development lies stretched out on flat 
and uneventful land. By a few bold 
strokes he has utilised its contours to 
vast advantage. He has in measure 
isolated the old City by emphasising 
the ancient boundaries of the City 
walls, and has created a green moat 
around the City centre. He has linked 
the old city with the new at two points, 
marking the positions of the old East- 
gate and Southgate with two import- 
ant squares. 

Within the ancient boundaries he 
has been careful to show a most re- 
freshing conservation of scale in the 
new buildings to be placed alongside the 
old, and he has most wisely suggested 
that all development outeide that area 
should be expressive of the age in 
which we live. He has opened up a 
vista to the west end of the Cathedral, 
now obscured by a monstrous and re- 
dundant Church of St. Mary Major, 
which will be utterly, removed. He has 
suggested that the Cathedral precincts 
shali be kept intimate and quiet, and 
that the greatest care shall be taken 
as to the height of buildings in the 
neighbourhood so that the importance 
of the Cathedral’s silhouette may be 
maintained. He has not widened the 
old High-street to take the main flow 
of traffic to the west but has boldly 
swept round a bye-pass road from East- 
gate-square to pass below the charm- 
ing Rougemont Castle grounds, over 
the roof of the Central Station, and 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, January 7. 

Gauce anp Too. Makers’ Association. Frhibi- 
tion _be opened by Mr. John Wilmet, 
M.P. (Minister-of Suppiy), New Hail, Vincent 
square, 8.W.1. 11 a.m. 

CuHAkTERED Surveyors’ 
Central Committee Meeting. 
street, S.W.1. 11 a.m. 

Mr. H. G. May on “ Town Planning Interim 
Development and the Repair of War Damage.” 
12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, January 8, 
InstituTION or CiviL ENGINEERS. 


Institution. Junior 
12, Great George- 


Mr. C.. T. 


Mitchell on “Some Economic Aspects ef 
Modern Earth-Moving Equipment.” Great 
George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. Mr. Richard 


Sheppard and others on “ Schools.” 36, Bedford- 
square, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 


Wednesday, January 9. 

Lonpon Society. Visit to Exhibition of Scuip- 
ture from Westminster Abbey, At V. and A. 
Museum. 2.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF AND VENTILATING 
Enotneers. Mr. §. C. Mount on “A Factory in 
a Railway Tunnel.’’ At Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey’s-gate, 8.W.1. 6 p.m. 


Thursday, January 10. 

Town anp Country PianninG Association. Dr. 
G. Scott Wilkinson on “ Health Centres.” 28, 
King-street, Covent Garden. 1.15 p.m. (buffet 
lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


Friday, January 11. 

R,LB.A. Opening of Two-day Conference on 

“Human Needs in Planning.” Subjects: 

ousing Requirements and Population 
Studies” and “Grouping of Homes in Rela- 
tion to Work Places and Institutions” 
(Friday); “ The Social Function of Towns and 
their Place in the Region” and “ Social Rela- 
tionships and Territorial Grouping in Towns 
and Countryside” (Saturday). 66, Portland- 
place, W.1. 10.30 a.m. (each day). 

InstiTUTE OF WeLDING. Mr. R. W. Ayers on 
“‘ Developments in the Technique and Use of 
Resistance Welding.” James Watt Memorial 
Institute, Birmingham. 7 p.m. 


HEATING 
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carrying in a gentle curve and with 
only a slight gradient down the narrow 
valley that at length emerges on the 
flat land by the River Exe. Nature 
has helped him here, and he has made 
her his friend, for no simpler method 
of carrying a vast stream of traffic 
through a green belt of open beauty to 
the further end of the city, unob- 
structed by cross traffic arteries, could 
have been devised. 

This bye-pass road will, as has been 
said, pass the Centra! Station, and will 
serve as direct access for the new bus 
station, built upon the site of the 
existing Rougemont Hotel and served 
by a subway from the station itself, so 
that no longer need the harassed and 
laden farmer’s wife cross a busy street 
and stand in the rain on her way home. 

One of the outstanding features of 
old Exeter was its houses of the 
Georgian and Regency eras, and Bed- 
ford Circus was a group of these; but 
since it has completely gone, Mr. 
Sharp makes no suggestion that it 
should be rebuilt, whereas he wisely 
suggests that another Georgian feature 
in “ Dixie’s Field ” should be retained 
and developed and reconditioned in its 
traditional manner. 

The space released by the total 
destruction of Bedford-circus has given 
him the most valuable spaee within 
the walls for redevelopment as a shop- 
ping centre, and here he has proposed 
a new shopping street with a vista to 
the North Tower of the Cathedral. 

It was to be expected that the mak- 
ing of a new bye-pass would inevitably 
require the demolition of some build- 
ings, and somebody’s corns will be 
trodden on. But I feel convineed my- 
self that the Rougemont Hotel, the 
Co-operative Stores and the old 
Theatre are none of them so imbued 
with beauty that we shall regret their 
loss if a better Rougemont Hotel, Co- 
operative Store and Theatre ean be 
built. They are the martyrs to the 
good cause. Mr. Sharp has been wise 
in the retention of old Southernhay 
and the non-accentuation of its tree- 
lined road for traffic purposes, so that 
one feels sure that the professional 
class and the Cathedral folk will have 
no grumbles to make. I think aiso that 
the business of the city will be happy, 
for Mr. Sharp has not only retained 
the intimate character of the city 
within the walls with its generations of 
old traders but has given fine aceess 
to the newer shopping centre of St. 
Sidwell’s, where almost unrestricted 
opportunity will arise for businesses 
on a large scale. 

The greatest urgency in the public 
mind will be, of course, with regard to 
the provision of houses, and Mr. Sharp 
has shown possible access to the sur- 
rounding districts of Heavitree, Pol- 
sloe, Wonford and many others, by, the 
completion, accentuation and adjust- 
ment of major ring roads, leading in 
their turn to the city by direct access. 

There is no idea of making Exeter a 
vast new city, and even a possible 
additional population of 20,000, as sug- 
gested by Mr. Sharp himself, would 
seem to be excessive. But we have to 
remember that in that short, sharp 
attack by the Germans, Exeter lost 
some 400 shops, 150 offices, 50 ware- 
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houses, 1,500 houses totally. destroyed 
and another 2,700 badly damaged—a 
matter of the destruction of some 45 
acres—and to reinstate this number, 
placing them in their new settings, 
houses and factories with their especial 
amenities of direct access and suitable 
situation, has been a problem most 
sympathetically handled. 

I see so much more of the architect 
in this plan than of the engineer, so 
much more of. the great and under- 
Gtanding artist than the one-sided 
economist, that I could wish that some 
other cities could and would take the 
hint that the new drawing-board plans 
possess something inhuman about 
them, something hard and theoretical 
that will make for unhappiness in the 
future, unless they. unbend a little and 
take a lesson from Mr. Sharp’s Exeter. 

I would point out most particularly 
that in the central] area the deficiency 
in public and semi-publice buildings 
in the old days has not been remedied 
by the usual ‘method of a block con- 
centration giving the impression of a 
great civic centre; Mr. Sharp has dis- 
tributed these at salient and. suitable 
points. One group, including new 
police buildings and municipal offices, 
are suggested for the top of Southern- 
hay; a large public hall has been sug- 
gested at the junction of Paui-«street 
and.  Goldsmith-street, whilst the 
County Council offices retain their hold 
of the Castle premises. His major bus 
traffic roads, away from the business 
of shops, will never necessitate a 
journey of much more than a hundred 
yards on foot, and the distribution of 
interests will make for a city of con- 
tinual diversity. 

It is to be regretted that Mr. Sharp’s 
book of Exeter, which he has called 
“ Exeter Phoenix,” will not be avail- 
able to us all for a few weeks, so that 


we are not in possession of the mul- pz. 





MR. THOMAS SHARP'S PLAN FOR EXETER: 


THE BUILDER 


tiplicity, of detail, the statistics and 
meticulous arguments which all make 
for the conclusions to which he has 
come. We are, however, given immense 
pleasure, a stimulation of interest— 
excitement even—and great hope from 
the excellent plans and quite: beautiful 
perspectives of the city as drawn by 
Mr. Webb. I therefore end with the 
words with which I began: ‘‘ We are 
delighted !” 
Puiip TILpEN. 


R.1.B.A. 


Membership. 
On November 13 the following members 
were elected :— 


As Fellow: W. B. T. Newham (Pretoria, South 
Africa). As Associate: V. N. Cook (Johannes- 
burg, South Africa). 


On December.11 the following members 
were elected :— 


As Hon. Corresponding Member: J. R. 
Edmunds, Jun., B.Sc.(Arch.) (Baltimore, Mary- 
land, U. $.A. Mi 


As Fellows (12): T. Burrington (Wiltshire), 
L, M. Evans (Lou +hborough, Leicestershire), 
Fleming (Westerham, Kent), R. i Harris 
(Taunton, Somerset), R. McGrath, B.Arch. 
poydney) (Monkstown, Dublin), -C. C. Shaw, 

Arch(Liverpool) (London, N.1), M. 
Simpson (Sandon, pert E. Britton (Redland, 
Bristol), D. L. Lasdun, M.B.E. (London). 
W. R. Maxfield (Abbots Langley, Herts), J, 
Perkins (Northampton) and Lieut.-Col. R. T. 
Perry (Winterbourne, Glos.). 


As Associates (18): L. W. Baker (Birming- 
ham Sch. *. Arch.), J. L. Berbiers (Univ. ‘of 
Liverpool), Vv. Boyle, B.Arch. (Univ, Coll., 
Dublin), W. % Cantwell, B.Arch. (Univ. Coll., 
Dublin), A. Critchlow (Final) (Balderstone, 
Lancs.), P. M. Delaney (B.Arch.N.U.I., Univ. 
Coll., Dublin), F. H. Hilton, B.Arch. (Univ. 
Coll., Dublin), T. A. Houston (Edinburgh Coll. 
of Art), H. §. Howgrave-Graham (Final) 
(London), J. P. Jackson (Univ. of Liverpool), 
E. A. + a oy. Arch. (Leeds) (Leeds Sch. 
of Arch.), Jones, Dip.Arch. (Liverpool), 

.D a Keen Dip. Arch. (Leeds) (Leeds 
" Loyd (Final) (Bearstead, 
. MeWilliam (Edin. Coll. of Art), ‘ 
Peatheld: Regent-street Poly., F. L. Reed 
(Special. Final Exam.) (Aylesbury, Bucks), 
Major G. M, Watt, M.B.E. (Aberdeen Sch. of 


irda: Robert Gordon’s Tech. Coll.). 
As Licentiates (14): L. P. Collins (London), 
Ferguson (Romford), J. Fletcher 
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(Fremen) G. Gideon (Paisley), Houston 
Glasgow), B. F, Kirby (Little Gaston pe 1. 

ists ey ‘J..M. Mitchell (Arbroath), J 

Moffitt’ (Newcastle, Northumberland) 

Morris (Coventry), C. W. Pearce “uomdon}, 

J. M. Surman (Oxford), J. H. Swann (Belfast), 

W. J. Triggs (East Horsley). 


Examination for Diploma in Town 
Planning. 

At the examination held in July, 1945, 
the following were successful and have 
been awarded the R.I.B.A. Diploma in 
Town Planning: Clark Fyfe, William 
Thomas Glare, Peter 8S. Leask, John 
Stevenson, Alfred E. Williams. 


Examination for the Office of Building 
Surveyor under Local Authorities. 


At This examination, held on May 2, 3 
and 4, 1945, six candidates presented 
themselves and the following were suc- 
cessful : Percy Fletcher, Robert D. Jee, 
Arthur Wright. 


OBITUARY 


Henry Elwig, F.R.1.B.A., }.P. 

We regret to record the death, on 
December 29, at Gh aries Wells, of 
Henry Elwig, F.R.I.B.A., J.P. Mr. 
Elwig, who was born in "1868, devoted 
his working life to architecture ’and pub- 
lic service. His was a varied ‘practice, 
his buildings: including Princes Hotel, 
Hove, several country houses, religious 
and ‘public buildings, schools and fac- 
tories, and the War ‘Memorial Institute, 
Frant (won in competition). He did a 

d deal of work in connection with 

cal Government Board inquiries and 
also in arbitrations. He wag an alder- 
man of the Borough of Tunbridge Wells, 
and had been chairman of several com- 
mittees. 


F. W. Chancellor, M.A., F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to announce the death, at the 
age of 80, of Mr. Frederic Wykeham Chan- 
cellor, M.A.(Oxon), F.R.I.B.A.° Mr. 


Chancellor had held for many years the 
appointment of Surveyor to the Diocese of 
Chelmsford, 
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POO-TA-LA,OR GREAT TEMPLE OF FO, NEAR ZHEHOL,}CHINA 
From the water-colour drawing by William Alexander. 


“NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN”’ 


A CORRESPONDENT WRITES: Walking 
around the exhibition of British water- 
colour drawings at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, South Kensington, my eye was 
caught by the extraordinary picture 
which is here reproduced. Extraordinary 
for two reasons—its date, and the type of 
architectural design it portrays. Apart 
from the miscellaneous small structures 
around it, here is a building of eight 
storeys of brickwork rising sheer from a 
stone-faced base of three storeys. It 
might well be a block of flats or a modern 


era, from India. The name Buddha was 
changed by the Chinese to that of Fo, 
and the new religion rapidly gained 
ground. The divinity of Fo was conclu- 
sively proved by the fact that his mother, 
during the period before his birth, was 
perpetually dreaming that she had swal- 
lowed an elephant. The result of these 
dreams was, as might have been supposed, 
a remarkably fine boy, who turned out to 
be unusually precocious, for immediately 
after his first appearance he took seven 
steps forward and exclaimed : ‘ In heaven 


office building in London or New York. and on earth I alone am worthy to be 


How often we have seen a treatment like 
this, with staircase and lift well up the 
centre of it, and a flat roof. Yet this draw- 
ing was made in China more than 150 years 
ago! Truly, ‘‘ the thing that hath been, 
it is that which shall be, and that which 
is done is that- which shall be done : and 
there is no new thing under. the sun’”’ 
{Ecclesiastes i. 9). The drawing in gues- 
tion is one of a series of Chinese subjects 
by William Alexander, who, when he was 
29, went as a junior draughtsman with 
Lord Macartney’s Embassy to China in 
1792—the first Embassy from the King of 
England to the Court of China. All the 
drawings illustrative of the expedition 
were made by him, and some of them 
were published in Sir George Staunton’s 
account of the Embassy in 1797. William 
Alexander became the first keeper of 
prints and drawings in the British 
Museum, to which post he was appointed 
in 1808. He died in 1816. This date 
brings us back to the building here 
shown. The only parallel to anything of 
the kind in the past is seen in the 
Tibetan monasteries, and especially in the 
Potala—the Dalai Lama’s Palace of 
Lhasa; but that has only six storeys 
above a base of three storeys, with long 
staircase ramps leading up to it. That 
building was erected about 1650. When 
Poo-ta-la, the great Temple of Fo, was 
built, there is no telling; but even if it 
were brand new when Alexander drew it, 
that would anticipate the modern office 
building by a century and a half. 

By way of supplement to this note, it 
is pertinent to give the following extract 
from the book on China by. Harold E. 
Gorst : ‘‘ Buddhism was introduced into 
China in the first century of the Christian 


adored.’ ”’ 


National Physical Laboratory 


Mr. F. H. Rott, M.B.E., B.8c., 
A.C.G.I., M.I.Mech.E., has been selected 
for the appointment of Superintendent of 
the Metrclogy Division of the National 
Physical Laboratory, with effect from 
April 1, 1946, on the retirement from that 
post of Mr. J. E. Sears, C.B.E., M.A., 
M.I.Mech.E. 





MR. PERCY E. THOMAS, P.R.1.B.A. 
(Created a Knight) 


SOME AWARDS IN THE NEW YEAR HONOURS LIST. 


NEW YEAR HONOURS 


AWARDS TO THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY °* 


Tue first portion of the New Year 
Honours list, published on Tuesday, con- 
tains the names of several distinguished 
figures in the building industry. Well- 
merited knighthoods go te Mr. T. P. 
Bennett, F.R.I.B.A.; Mr. F. C. Mears, 
F.R.1.B.A. (President of the Royal Scot- 
tish Academy), and to Mr. Percy Thomas, 
P.R.I.B.A. Mr. Bennett’s services as 
Director of Works have been of great 
value to the Ministry of Works during 
the war, and much of the experience he 
has gained has been given to the industry 
in the notable series of lectures recently 
given to the University of London. His 
organising and negotiating powers have 
been more recently recognised by his 
appointment as Chairman of the Tripar- 
tite Working Party for the Boot and 
Shoe Industry. Mr. Thomas, in addition 
to his sterling leadership of the R.I.B.A., 
his second term of office, has found time 
to act as Regional Commissioner for South 
Wales. Their honours are well deserved, 
as is also the knighthood conferred upon 
Mr. Gerald Lenanton, director of the 
Home Timber Production Department, 
Ministry of Supply. 

C.B.E.s go to Mr. G. W. Buchanan, 
Mr. C. T. Every, Mr. A. W. Kenyon, 
F.R.I.B.A., Mr. J. M. Collie (City Engi- 
neer, Sheffield), and Mr. J. Paton Watson 
(City Engineer, Plymouth). Mr. Buchanan 
has done yeoman service during his term 
of office, shortly to end, for the National 
Federation, and for ten years past for 
the N.J.C. Mr. Every has made an 
imaginative contribution to the future of 
the industry in his capacity as Director of 
Post-War Building Programmes, Ministry 
of Works. Mr. Kenyon, as designer of 
the Portal house and of much other war- 
time housing, has been the inspiration of 
many subsequent developments in the field 
of prefabricated housing. ‘ 

We offer to all these our congratulations 
on behalf of the industry and ourselves. 
In a more personal connection we note 
with pleasure the conferment of a 
Viscountcy upon Lord Southwood, Chair- 
man of Odhams Press Ltd., printers of 
The Builder, for his great services in 
connection with the Red Cross Penny-a- 
week Committee of the Duke of Glouces- 
ter’s Fund. 





MR. T. P. BENNETT, F.R.I.B.A. 
(Created a Knight) 
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THE NORTH FRONT. 


SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES, LONDON UNIVERSITY 
ADAMS, HOLDEN_AND PEARSON, FF.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 
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THE MAIN ENTRANCE. 


SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES, LONDON UNIVERSITY 
ADAMS, HOLDEN AND PEARSON, FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


Tus ScHoot or ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES, 
Woburn-square, Bloomsbury, commenced build- 
ing early in February, 1939, and has been a 
victim of the war. The finishing was held up for 
a time, and even now, although 75 per cent. of the 
building is occupied by the School, there is still 


the finishing of half of the interior to do. The 
construction was commenced early in February, 
1939, by Messrs. G. E. Wallis and Sons, who have 
done as well as possible under the circumstances. 
They were also responsible for the retaining wall 
around the site. Messrs. Dorman Long and Co., 
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Ltd., were responsible for the steelwork, acting 
with Messrs. R. Travers Morgan and Partner, who 
were the consulting engineers. 

The general construction is a steel frame filled 
with brick and stone, multi-coloured bricks being 
used for the facing and hard stocks for the interior. 
A feature of the facing on the work is the bond 
which is called the ‘‘ Blandford” bond, and is 
composed of two courses of stretchers to one course 
of headers. The use of the closers on the face is 
almost but not entirely omitted. The omission of 
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the course of headers used in the old English bond 
gives the face a much better appearance and does 
not affect the strength. The mortar used was made 
with hydraulic lime and sand, gauged 3:1. The 
areas were tiled. The heating is on the ceiling 
panel system embedded in the concrete or walls, 
served from a heating chamber which will be shared 
with the Birkbeck College when built. The pipes 
are run under the floor in ducts covered by iron 
trays, and filled with whatever material is used for 
the floor. The rainwater heads are in cast lead. 
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GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 
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LOWER GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 


SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES, LONDON UNIVERSITY 
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Casement windows are fixed in wood frames made 
by the general contractors. Doors are flush, teak 
veneered. Flooring generally is in wood blocks, 
though part is laid in“‘ Korkoid.” The main stair- 
case is reinforced concrete construction with 1 in. 
Biancola finish studded on the nosing, laid by Art 
Pavements, Ltd. The floor of the ground floor 
entrance hall was laid in polished Hopton Wood 
stone tiles 19in. square, supplied and laid by the 
Hopton Wood Stone Co. Polished Hopton Wood 
stone is carried all round the hall from floor to 
ceiling. All lavatories have a white tile dado 8 ft. 
high with red Adamantine tile floors. 
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SECOND-FLOOR PLAN. 
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Following is a list of sub-contractors and specialists : 
Isteg, Ltd., reinforcing bars for retaining wall; Ames, 
Ltd., facing bricks; Eastwood’s, Ltd., hard stocks; 
Leeds Fireclay Co., area tiles; Telling, Ltd., plaster- 
ing; Carter and Co., Ltd., wall tiling in lavatories; 
Richard Crittall, panel heating; Haywards, Ltd., trays 
for covering heating ducts; Stoner and Saunders, 
rainwater heads; Henry Hope and Sons, casement 
windows; T. and W. Ide, glazing and vertical lights; 
Bolding, Ltd., sanitary fittings; Haggis, Ltd., flush 
doors; Acmé Flooring Co., wood block flooring; James 
Gibbons, door furniture; Waygood-Otis, bg ; 
Chubb Lock and Safe Co., Ltd., strong room doors; 
H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd., fences and gates; Lens- 
crete, glass roof lights over squash court; Tyler and 
Freeman, electrical installations; J. R. Pearson, Ltd., 
staircase balustrade. 
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FIRST-FLOOR PLAN. 


ADAMS, HOLDEN AND PEARSON, FF.R.I.B.A.. ARCHITECTS 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other mattens of interest to our readers, 
ét must be understood that we do not nope | 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who w' 
eblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) ‘ 

World Reconstruction. 
To THs Eprror or The Builder. 


Sm,—Building and architecture are 
essentially the arts of peace and cannot 
flourish m an atmosphere of hatred and 
war. World reconstruction can only take 
place in a world freed from the danger of 
war, so the importance of this question is 
vital to all our efforts to create the better 
world in future. 

Almost every economic and political 
problem arising to-day must be considered 
as international. Aviation has annihilated 
frontiers, while radio and television have 
linked up all nations in one great social 
community. The creation of a world 
authority is the natural result of this 
movement, which may become a reality 
sooner than some people think. In Paris 
a few weeks ago, at a great conference 
representing over 70 million trade union- 
ists of every nation and every race, a 
unity was achieved capable of breaking 
through the barriers now dividing the 
mations. Thus in the World Federation of 
Trade Unions the peoples of the world 
have a weapon strong enough to defeat the 
forces of reaction everywhere. 

The atomic bomb undoubtedly gave our 
civilisation a severe shock and the future 
potentiality of this new source of power 
eannot be lightly ignored. Unless there 
is a world authority to control these new 
discoveries, sooner or later some fanatic 
will try to impose his will on the rest of 
the world. No individual or nation should 
have the power to make war on his 
neighbour, and it is to be hoped that ulti- 
mately the crushing burden of armaments 
will be lifted off the shoulders of suffer- 
ing humanity. When the new world 
authority takes shape an International 
Police ee will be essential to maintain 
international law. 

The ancient Roman Empire kept the 
peace of Europe for nearly 400 years, and 
did this by building great roads and high- 
ways along which their armies could 
swiftly march to subdue rebellion in any 
part of their dominions. This ‘‘ Pax 
Romana”’ also enabled them to plan and 
build great cities and public works which 
are still the wonder of the world. In the 
modern world it will be necessary to de- 
velop a vast network of great aerodromes 
right round the globe, and as these be- 
come internationalised the very thought of 
war wili become unthinkable, 

The invention of television is only in 
its infancy, and there again the possibili- 
ties of this means of international commu- 
nication are immense, both for informa- 
tion and education. The root cause of war 
is fear, but when this is eliminated, and 
the nations learn to trust one another, a 
new feeling of world security will arise. 
There is already a team of experts con- 
sidering the proposal for the preliminary 
planning of a future great world peace city 
large enough to contain all the organisa- 
tion of the United Nations. Only the site 
has to be agreed upon. The Foreign Secre- 
tary, Mr. Bevin, has repeatedly made the 
call for a world parliament. Reconstruc- 
tion plans, he said, would be hindered 
until they could get security in the world 
and remove fears and dangers. The world 
had become so small that they had to 
approach the whole problem as a world 
problem. The final goal of humanity is 
world peace, and all architects and 
builders are in the front rank of peace- 
makers. JUDEX. 
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Payment by Results. 
To tHe Eprtror or The Builder. 

Str,—Having for a long time been con- 
vinced that there is something basically 
wrong with the present system whereby 
building trade workers—irrespective of 
their productive capacity or skill in 
craftsmanship—receive a level wage, I 
venture to put forward a ‘‘ Payment by 
Results ’’ scheme which I suggest should 
first be applied in a simple form to house- 
building. 

It will clearly be necessary to develop 
the scheme so that it may apply to other 
types of building work, but I am 
optimistic enough to believe that any 
scheme which proved a success on housing 
work would be capable of adaptation to 
most other forms of work. 

The method—described as ‘‘ Operation 
X ’’—suggested by your contributor 
as a basis for computing man-hour 
components is sound, and I agree it is 
essential to incorporate these components 
in the bills of quantities. Where I differ, 
however, is in regard to the method of 
dividing the bonus; for any ‘‘ Payment 
by Results ’’ scheme to be successful the 
following are, in my view, essential condi- 
tions :— 

1. Bonus earned must be computed and 
paid out in the shortest possible time. 

2. Each trade should be bonused inde- 
pendently; otherwise there will be great 
loss of general incentive on the job, and 
the calculations will become too involved 
for workmen to appreciate or understand. 

3. The building owner should not share 
directly in bonus earnings; his benefit 
arises from the fact that his work will be 
completed in a shorter time and that 
building trade prices should eventually be 
lowered all round, as a result of increased 
production. 

I visualise and advocate :— 

(a) Setting up of a small committee, 
comprising builders (nationally appointed) 
having a sound knowledge of estimating, 
with representatives appointed by the 
Surveyors’ Institution. This committee 
would, in the first irstance, fix man-hour 
components against each item in a typical 
housing bill of quantities, based on the 
Code agreed, dated July, 1945, which 
should be kept in being to deal with 
variations and revised component items 
as they arise; a further essential stage 
would be the agreement to the suggested 
labour units by the operatives’ repre- 
sentatives. I consider that the man- 
hour components should be estimated on 
the average output obtained in the years 
1938 and 1939. 

(b) The- various trades weuld be 
bonused on each pair of houses, the hours 
allocated to each trade, as shown by the 
bills of quantities, being made known in 
advance to the various craft leaders on 
the site. 

Payment of bonus should be made at 
reasonably frequent intervals, and on the 
understanding that the total number of 
hours for each trade represented the 
target and that interim payments should 
be treated as on account. 

In the case of ‘‘ Bricklayer’ it might 
be advantageous to bonus in three stages : 
(1) To dampcourse level; (2) to first-floor 
plate level; (3) completion of brickwork. 
If this is accepted, the quantity sur- 
veyors may agree to bill the trade in such 
stages, so that the man-hour calculations 
are facilitated. Specialist trades could be 
consulted as to man-hour components for 
their operations. Such items as cleaning 
up and other non-measurable jobs could 
be subject to site agreement. 

_(c) Bonus to be divided in the propor- 
tions of two-thirds to the worker and one- 
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third to the empioyer. It has been con- 
tended by some that operatives should 
receive the whole of the bonus, but this 
would almost certainly add to costs, 
rather than reduce them, as the employer 
would be left to pay for the cost of 
bonusing and also any losses in respect 
of those operatives whose output did not 
reach the target. It is only by efficiency 
on the part of the employer that opera- 
tives have the fullest opportunity of earn- 
ing bonus; therefore, mutual co-operation 
and mutual benefit must be aimed at, if 
the experiment is to be a success. 

Another point here is that the employer 
must be encouraged to aim at the highest 
degree of efficiency in organisation; thus 
there would probably be a tendency for 
the better operatives to prefer working 
for the firms whose all-round efficiency 
provided them with bonus-earning oppor- 
tunities, 

Finally, I realise that difficulties will 
arise, but I am sure that if the industry 
proceeds with such a scheme on a basis 
of mutual trust and understanding these 
difficulties can and must be overcome. 

The interests of the nation—and of our 
industry—clearly demand that high wages 
should be allied to good output. 

I am of the opinion that this scheme 
could form a basis upon which to build 
up a labour component schedule for vary- 
ing types of work, including those of a 
more complicated nature, and I feel that 
such a scheme as outlined, with good will 
on both sides, should achieve this object. 

E. F. Burrows. 

Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 


Class ‘“‘B”’ Releases. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder 

Sm,—Many statements have been made 
and much has been read during recent 
months on the subject of Class ‘‘B”’ re- 
leases. We are informed that the Ministry 
of Labour intimated to the L.M.B.A. on 
October 11 as follows :— 

‘Releases of building workers under 
Class ‘B’ are for the purposes of expedit- 
ing the housing programme. The arrange- 
ments already provide for a man released 
in this way to be placed with his former 
employer if he will be employed on work 
connected with that programme.” 

We are further informed that Class 
‘““B” men, prior to release, are invited 
to read the conditions under which they 
agree or disagree to accept release. Ex- 
tract from this reads as follows :— 

‘‘That if he elects release he can be 
directed to any firm or contractor, but 
that, subject to any exceptional require- 
ments of national reconstruction, he will 
be directed to employment near his home, 
if suitable employment is available, and 
to his former employer if the latter has a 
suitable vacancy for work of national 
reconstruction of the type for which 
release has been approyed. 

The Minister of Labour has stated that 
wherever possible, provided former em- 
ployers are engaged on work of urgent 
national reconstruction, men will be per- 
mitted to return to their former em- 
ployers. Urgent national reconstruction 
surely includes rehousing, such as recon- 
struction of C (b) houses? The implication 
behind these statements is obvious, but 
many of my members report that the 
officers at the various Labour Exchanges 
pay no heed to such statements. My mem- 
bers report that, although these men are 
required for plastering on badly ‘‘blitzed”’ 
uninhabitable houses to make them habit- 
able for displaced families, the officers at 
Labour Exchanges intimate that all direc- 
tions are issued from headquarters, and 
applications by individual employers for 
former employees cannot be considered, 
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notwithstanding submission of supporting 
documentary confirmation that these men 
will be employed on work of “national 
reconstruction,’ and, in many cases, work 
in the borough in which they INé, Is it 
not time that all connected with the 
building industry, both employer and em- 
ployees, insisted on common-sense compli- 
ance with, and less red tape in relation 
to the interpretation of, both the written 
and verbal promises made by various 
Ministers and officers controlling their 
Ministries ? 
P, A, James, 
Secretary, 
London Master Plasterers’ Association, 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Special Repair Service. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Works the number of men employed in 
the Government’s direct building labour 
force, known as the special repair service, 
on July 1 and December 1 last; what ex- 
pansions he was contemplating in this or 
any other directly employed mobile build- 
ing force; and what special rates of pay, 
allowances. or holiday privileges are 
accorded to this force which is not em- 
ployed by ordinary building trade opera- 
tives. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that apart from 
Service personnel, transport drivers and 
others attached to the Special Repair 
Service there were 4,389 building trade 
operatives employed in that service on 
July 1 and 3,623 on December 1. Mem- 
bers of the Special Repair Service were 
paid wages, travelling and lodging allow- 
ances in accordance with the agreements 
laid down by the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry, subject to the 
payment of the Grade A rate as a mini- 
mum. An additional lodging allowance 
of 1s. per night is paid to men who are 
sent away from home for less than six 
nights, and a further 2s. 6d. per night to 
men who have to maintain their homes 


in one area and retain lodgings in a: 


second, while they were sent to a third 
for a brief period. One day’s holiday 
with pay wags given for every six weeks of 
service as compared with six days per 
annum under the industrial agreement; 
and in the case of sickness, National 
Health Insurance benefit was made up to 
full pay for four weeks in any one period 
of 12 months, after three months’ service. 
He was at present in consultation with 
the employers’ and operatives’ organisa- 
tions as to the future of this service. 


Brick Production. 

In reply to Cot. Wiac, Mr. WIiLson, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works, said that information as to pre- 
war production of bricks was not avail- 
able, but sales in 1938 totalled some 
fm ee) peare wen omnes for 
939. y production from J 
to October, 1945, was as follows t= one 


June 100,681,000 
July 101,426,000 
August... 88,091,000 
September 101,798,000 
. beg : oe 119,123,000 
e ure: 
olf: fig s for cement were as 
Tons. 
1938 7,715,000 
—... és 8,212,000 
1945 (June) 357,773 
(July) ... 372,848 
(August)... 325,280 
(September) 364,115 
(October) 


395,915 
Standard Doors. ; 

_ViscounT Corvepate asked the Minister 
of Works whether he would take steps to 
improve the standard of doors used in 
housing schemes, as the present type was 
of poor seasoned quality. 

Mr. Witson said that he proposed 
shortly to review with the joinery indus- 
try arrangements for the production of 
doors and other articles of joinery, and 
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would bear in mind the point raised. It 
would be understood, however, that the 
continuing difficulties in the supply of 
timber imposed strict limitations on what 
could be done at present in the way of 
improvement. 


Prefabricated Permanent Houses. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health how many prefabricated perma- 
nent houses of each type had been 
applied for by local authorities in_re- 
sponse to his department’s Circulars Nos. 
182 and 186, issued in October, 1945. 

Mr. Bevan said that so far, 562 local 
authorities had replied and had indi- 
cated a possible demand for 39,366 pre- 
fabricated houses of various types. As 
the figures in respect of each type were 
purely provisional, he woulda prefer not to 
publish them at present. 


Local Authorities and Architects. 

Mr. JanneR asked the Minister of 
Health what was the general practice of 
principal local authorities in the country 
at the present time as to placing the 
majority of the responsibility for their 
housing upon their architects’ depart- 
ment; and whether any advice on this 
subject had recently been issued by him. 

Mr. Bevan said that arrangements 
made by local authorities for carrying out 
their responsibilities under the Housing 
Acts in this respect varied widely and 
were for them to determine. Advice as 
to the employment of architects for new 
housing schemes was given in Housing 
Manuul, 1944 (paragraph 10 and 11). 


Copper Water Pipes. 

In reply to Mz. JANNER, MR. Bevan said 
that the use of copper water pipes in 
houses was consistent with the recom- 
mendations made in the Housing Manual 
issued in 1944 and with the report on 
Plumbing published by the Minister of 
Works. There were advantages in the 
use of copper for water pipes and fittings 
particularly where soft or moorland 
waters were concerned. He understood 
that the copper supply position was not 
unfavourable at the present time, and 
he was advising housing authorities 
accordingly. 


Private Enterprise Costs. 

Lizvut.-Cot. WALKER-SMITH asked the 
Minister of Health whether, in view of 
misunderstanding that had arisen in the 
public mind consequent on the raising of 
the limit of advances under the Small 
Dwellings Acquisition Act, he would re- 
state the maximum cost for which private 
enterprise builders could obtain licences 
for the erection of houses. z 

Mr. BevaN said that the maximum sell- 
ing price applied to houses which might 
be erected under licence from local 
authorities at the present time was £1,200 
including land, roads and services, or 
£1,300 in the London Region. 


War-damage Repairs. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health despite his decision to withdraw 
the application of the Essential Work 
Order from bomb-damage repair work as 
from January 17, whether this type of 
work wovld continue to carry W.B.A. 
priority, and whether the payment-by- 
results scheme would be applicable. — 

Mr. Bevan said that W.B.A. priority 
would, for the time being, be applied only 
to contracts for repairs to seriously 
damaged houses on a lump sum basis. 
The answer to the second part of the 
question was “ No, Sir.” a 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health how many houses, including C(b) 
houses, in the London C.D. region still 
required repairs to bring them up to the 
standard laid down in Ministry of Health 
Serial No. 25. j 

Mr. Bevan said that according to local 
authoritv estimates the figure on Decem- 
her 6, 1945, was 606.270 which included 
37.571 houses in the C(b) category. In 
this connection, however, the hon. Mem- 
her should have regard to the terms of 
Circular 219/45 and Serial Note No. 166. 


it 


Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health, in view of his recent decision, 
whether, as from January 17 next, no 
work on co ea eee in the Lon- 
don region would permitted to be 
carried out under the cost-plus system of 
contract; and whether he would state any 
exceptions which were to be allowed. 

Mr. Bevan said that January 17 was the 
date from which the Essential Work 
Order ceased to apply to war-damage re- 
pairs in the London Civil Defence Region. 
The position with regard to cost-plus con- 
tracts was set out in Circular 219/45. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health whether the fixed price contracts 
for bomb-damage work, which were to be 
obligatory as from January 17 would re- 
present the total cost of the works, and 
include the cost of material as well as the 
labour, etc.; and whether these contracts 
would be let by competition. 

Mr. Bevan said that fixed price con- 
tracts were not obligatory for all war- 
damage repairs from January 17, 1946. 
The position was set out in detail in Cir- 
cular 219/45. Fixed price contracts did 
not necessarily include the cost of 
materials as well as of labour. The con- 
tracts would generally be let by competi- 
tion but might be negotiated. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Supply and of Aircraft Production if all 
the works that were now making the tem- 
porary emergency aluminium houses were 
completing these for, approximately, the 
sum of £1,365; and if he would give the 
highest and the lowest price in the differ- 
ent works. 

Mr. Witmot said the cost of fabrica- 
tion of the aluminium house was only a 
portion of the total cost. The sum of 
£1,365 was the estimated average cost 
over the total number of houses it was 
proposed to build, and included delivery, 
erection and other costs. As regarded the 
last part of the question, it was contrary 
to established practice to reveal contract 
prices, 


Registered Builders. 

Mr. KinG asked the Minister of Works 
how many persons who were in the build- 
ing or civil engineering trades between 
May, 1939, and October, 1941, had been 
registered as builders during the present 
year; what were the principles on which 
committees dealt with such registration; 
and whether, in view of the expansion of 
the building trade, arrangements would be 
made to ensure such applications for re- 
gistration were not turned down in the 
case of qualified men unless the capacity 
of the builder’s district was greatly in 
excess of the building work which was 
becoming available for them. 

Mr. ToMLINSON said that in the period 
from January 1, 1945, to December 12, 
1945, 7,632 persons, who could show that 
they had carried on a building or civil 
engineering undertaking between May 1, 
1939, and October 1, 1941, were registered. 
All such applicants were entitled to be 
registered as of right. In addition, 9,029 
persons, of whom 4,613 were ex-Service- 
men, were registered under the discretion- 
ary powers conferred on him by Defence 
Regulation 56AB-and on the basis of re- 
commendations made by the Independent 
Committee set up to advise him on this 
matter. Under the Regulation such 
applications were granted if this was 
justified by local or general needs. 

Mr. SHEPHERD asked the Minister of 
Labour why it was that Servicemen apply- 
ing for E.V.T. training in the building 
trades were being rejected by his depart- 
ment when the needs of the building in- 
dustry were so Drom: 

Mr. Isaacs said that his department was 
not responsible for the Educational and 
Vocational Training Schemes provided 
for men in the Services. Men leaving the 
Services who were in need of training 
were eligible under the Vocational Train- 
ing Scheme organised by his Depart- 
ment, and their applications were not re- 
jected if they were adjudged suitable for 
the trade they wished to learn. 
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STRUCTURAL USES OF 
PLYWOOD 


IN a pours recently presented to the 
Design and Industries Association, Mr. 
ARTHUR H. Scroaes, Director of National 
Plywood Corporation, Ltd., drew attention 
to some of the new principles which had 
been adopted in designing plywood and 
which had been termed “ plywood en- 
gineering.” He said: “ During the war 
there has been an increase in the adop- 
tion of plywood as a load-bearing material 
and .incorporated in designs with a 
knowledge of its mechanical performance. 
In common with many other materials, 
the more scientific use of plywood, both 
here and in America, has _ been 
encouraged by shoriages in other direc- 
tions. do not think this should be 
regarded as a temporary measure but a 
recognition of its rightful position as an 
engineering material, demonstrated by 
the facet that it has been made to take 
stresses and used under conditions never 
before thought possible. 

“Plywood is most effective at least in 
the lower range of thicknesses when used 
as a structural diaphragm as a bracing 
or where plate action with all edges sup- 
ported is involved. An essential feature 
of a modern plywood structure is a resin- 
glued joint between the ply st and 
supporting framing which has the effect 
of distributing the load and taking care 
of stress concentrations due to change in 
dimensions. This principle is applied 
to non-stressed as well as to stressed 
units, and the cavities between the frame- 
work are sometimes filled in with 
stringers or a low-density material to 
stabilise the plywood skin, to provide 
insulation or to obtain greater stiffness. 
When designs incorporate unit construc- 
tion of this type there are three main 
advantages. 

(a) The material is used in. the most 
efficient manner. 

(b) The units can be jig-built to great 
accuracy. 

(c) Time is saved in final assembly or 
erection. 

“This sort of thing has been called pre- 
fabrication and hailed as a new discovery. 
It is not new. The furniture industry, 
for example, has used laminated panels 
for years; thus a laminated flush ward- 
tobe door is a factory-made unit which 
was previously built up from a number 
of items of framing and panels. 
Gradually this system of unit construc- 
tion has been extended and is very well 
illustrated by the construction employed 
for the fuselage of the De Havilland 
Mosquito. It consisted of a relatively 
thick, light weight, low strength core, in 
this case balsa wood, faced with thin 
high strength birch plywood. The 
primary function of its low density core 
is to stabilise the thin faces, to enable 
them to develop as great a proportion as 
possible of their ultimate strength with 
an absence of buckling. For this purpose 
the core must be sufficiently strong to 
avoid tension failure perpendicular to 
the face. The core material must also be 
sufficiently rigid in shear to support the 
sandwich structure before the faces 
develop their full strength. Finally, as 
in all plywood composite panels, the 
adhesion between the faces and core must 
be of the highest order and as strong as 
the material being bonded. For this type 
of construction various substances have 
been used for the cores, including foamed 
resins, calcium alginate, expanded 
rubber, as wel! as natural materials such 
as balsa wood or cork. 

“An interesting development in ply- 
wood composite is what has been called 
stringer board. This consists of a series 
of thin continuous laminated stringers 
combined with a series of thin laminated 
spacers at right angles. This core is 
faced on both sides with either veneer or 
plywoeds the finished composite panel 
eing extremely strong for its weight. 
panel 9/16 in. thick with a balsa wood 
core and 1/16-in. birch faces made on the 
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principle of the Mosquito fuselage failed 
in bending at 538 lb. per square inch, 
giving a strength-weight ratio of 640. 
stringer board of the same thickness and 
practically the same weight failed at 
1,025 lb. per square inch, giving a 
strength-weight ratio of 1,170. ith the 
addition of 28 gauge Alclad the bend 
failure was 1,280 lb. per square inch, the 
strength-weight ratio being 1,280 against 
1,170 for the plywood-faced stringer board 
and 640 for the plywood-faced balsa wood. 
“ Another form of unit construction of 
great importance to-day is applicable to 
the building trade. It consists of lumber 
battens spaced at regular intervals and 
faced on both sides with plywood. A well- 
glued joint between the battens and ply- 
wood is essential, preferably with a 
synthetic resin applied under positive 
pressure and, for the sake of accuracy, 
the whole structure should be made in a 
jig. For flooring-cum-ceiling panels of a 
one-storey house, a 12-ft. span can be 
made by using 6 in. by 14 in. timber 
joists at 12-in. centres, faced on the under- 
side with 3/16-in. plywood which forms a 
ceiling for the lower room and with #-in. 
plywood on the top face which forms the 
flooring of the upper room. The units, 
which may be in convenient widths and 
as long as the span required, can be 
delivered to a building site ready to place 
in position. Such a panel will carry 
norma! building loads. It is necessary for 
the top surface to be 4 in. thick to take 
point loadings up to 200 lb. Of great 
advantage is the fact that these units can 
be built into any type of house construc- 
tion and are applicable to roof members 
as well as to partitions and walls, thermal 
and sound insulation being provided as 
necessary. All services can be buried in 
the hollow panels with access covers.” 


- INTER-REGIONAL HIGH- 
WAYS IN THE U.S.A. 


Tue report of the Committee on the 
improvement of national highways, 
appointed by President Roosevelt in 1941, 
was issued in January, 1944, and has now 
been reprinted here by the Cement and 
Concrete Association.* While the prob- 
lems of the U.S.A. and the United King- 
dom are not by any means exactly com- 
parable, it is felt that there are many 
features in the report that have a definite 
bearing on our own procedure; this is 
emphasised in the note that it would be 
unwise to say, ‘‘ Oh, three million square 
miles want a lot of good roads,”’ and leave 
it at that; for the obvious reply is, ‘‘ So 
do 46 millions of people packed like 
sardines.”’ 

Of course, the planning is on a scale 
far more vast than with us, and the 
demands for land acquisition of a type 
that would not be acceptable here, but in 
many respects the demands made offer 
useful guidance. It is laid down that the 
vehicles to be provided for are 8 ft. in 
width, 12 ft. 6 in. in height; single ones 
35 ft. in length, with tractor and other 
combinations up to 50 ft. and even 60 ft. 
The width is rather more and the height 


‘less than is specified in this country; 


thus 14 ft. is accepted for bridge clear- 
ance, where with us the recognised 15 ft. 
has been criticised as too low. The gross 
weight of vehicles is calculated as one ton 
for every foot between the fore and aft 
axles, which is practically in accordance 
with conditions in England. 

Designing for fairly high speeds is 
demanded; in open country not less than 
75 miles an hour, and for lorries 60 miles 
is considered reasonable: in or near 
‘Urban ’’ sections 60 and 35 is con- 
templated. After a careful analysis of the 





* Inter-regional Highways. The Report of the 
U.S.A. National Committee. January, 1944. 
Reprinted by the Cement and Concrete Asso- 
ciation. 
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estimated traffic on road systems ranging 
from 14,300 to 78,800 miles in length, it 
was found that a road scheme providing 
33,920 miles in length gave the highest 
proportion of vehicle mileage and this was 
adopted. It connects directly all cities 
with a population of 300,000 or more, 59 
of the 62 cities with over 100,000, 82 out 
of 107 over 50,000, and nearly half those 
over 10,000. It is claimed that the recom- 
mended system provides for industry to 
the maximum economic extent and for 
some 40 per cent. of the agricultural pro- 
duction. Where this is so widely diffused 
as in the U.S.A. a higher one could hardly 
be expected. i 

An important study is that of the pro- 
portion of terminal to through traffic in 
towns of various sizes. For those under 
10,000 about half goes further on and 
would be served by a by-pass. Up to 
300,000 some 80 per cent. is bound for 
the city itself, and above this size the 
figures are 93 to 96 per cent. The infiu- 
ence of these differences on the planning 
of urban arterial roads is most important ; 
ring roads may serve to distribute traffic 
to various parts of a town as well as to 
provide for by-passing. Terminal points 
in a city must be conveniently accessible 
by the highways and chosen to facilitate 
transfer to rail and water services. One 
reason for separating long distance fast 
traffic from the internal street pattern is 
to avoid the numerous delays and acci- 
dents which, as statistics show, occur 
mainly at street crossings. 

The provision, at suitable points in con- 
nection with the main arterials, of ade- 
quate and well-planned parking places is 
also a feature that has been found of out- 
standing importance in American practice. 
These are either on the level or, where 
space is not available, in the form of 
multi-storeyed garages. Underground 
parking is also advocated where the levels 
and conditions admit it. 

In general the American programme is 
on much bolder lines than would be 
regarded as economically practicable here ; 
a number of overhead routes have been 
provided in city areas, railway tracks have 
been covered in, and it is sometimes 
recommended that a series of building 
blocks should be swept away to give the 
necessary light and air to the adjacent 
ones. In open country the _ speeds 
regarded as desirable demand longer vision 
than is usual here, involving the curves 
admissible horizontally and the grading, 
vertically. A continuous unobstructed 
view from a height of four to five feet 
should be provided on all high-speed rural! 
sections with a sight distance for non- 
passing traffic of 800 ft. and for passing 
traffic 2,600 ft. In the lower speed sec- 
tions the distances would be 400 ft. and 
1,500 ft. 

Thus a considerable amount of improve- 
ment in levels is demanded and this, 
combined with the separation from local 
road systems, results in a type of design 
more nearly approximating to railway 
practice with over and under bridges. 
The low grades advocated for cuttings and 
embankments with level strips on either 
side of the road dictate the acquisition 
of considerable widths of land, and also 
a good deal of study as to the effect on the 
landscape, a matter emphasised as of 
definite importance. Modifications are 
obviously necessary in hilly ‘districts. 

Despite the differences in conditions, the 
Report contains a mass of information on 
the design and construction of main high- 
ways, or “‘ Arterial Roads” as we term 
them, that cannot fail to. be of value to 
town planners and engineers in this 
country. H. V. L. 
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BUILDERS’ COSTING 


An address on this subject was given to 
the Birmingham Association of Building 
Trades Employers on December 21 by 
Mr. E, G. Fisu, A.C.A., A.C.W.A. We 
take the following extracts :— 

An efficient costing system is necessary 
for the following reasons :— 

(1) To enable a builder to be mage 
advised on which contracts and in whic 
self-contained departments his total ex- 
penditure has been incurred, thus 
enabling, during the progress of the work, 
the cost to date of each contract or self- 
contained department to be accurately 
and promptly determined. 

(2) To determine the profit or loss on 
each contract, and in each self-contained 
department as compared with estimated 
figures or valuations. ’ 

(3) As a means of preparing up-to-date 
estimated prices for tendering purposes. 

(4) For the presentation of costs as 
required by Government Departments 
and local authorities. _ 3 

(5) To reduce to a minimum, waste, in- 
efficiency and dishonesty—particularly in 
regard to stores control. 

(6) To be able to eliminate unprofitable 
work, or to gauge accurately the cost of 
continuing an unprofitable department. 

(7) To produce data to enable work in 
progress and stock valuations to be 
arrived at expeditiously and soomentaly 
so allowing for peri financi 
accounts to be prepared. 


Housing Costs. . 

Returning now to the question of 
housing costs. A costing system prop tly 
installed can in my opinion be the direct 
means of a saving in cost of production. 
Costing is all a question of control. What 
has the control of cost to do with reduc- 
tion of cost? might well be asked. The 
answer is that reduction of cost will as 
surely follow control, as lack of control 
precedes wastage and inefficiency. 

It must be explained that what we 
mean by control of cost has nothing what- 
soever to do with control by Government 
Departments or by any official body. It 
merely refers to methods of controlling 
expenditure in certain specified channels 
of cost, in order to keep tally. of variations 
from standard or estimated figures. I 
will endeavour to quote an_ actual 
example of housing costs as an illustra- 
tion. f 

Prior to tendering for a housing 
scheme, the prospective builder will have 
prepared detailed estimates for each type 
of house. If expenditure is to be con- 
trolled, it must be analysed under the 
main headings of cost. These may 
taken as being: (1) Materials, (2) labour, 
(3) sub-contractors, (4) transport, (5) non- 
mechanical plant, (6) mechanical plant, 
and (7) overheads. For the purpose of 
comparison—which is the basis of -con- 
trol—the estimate and the ultimate cost 
must be analysed under the same 
headings. We will now proceed to take 
each component of cost separately to find 
out how we can control it. 


Control of Material Costs. J 

This will arise under the heading of 
(1) Prices, and (2) Quantities. In this 
connection, for the purpose of proper 
control, it is assumed that the buying of 
os Tanterinlsy tin, Sa engage be done 

a central buying ofiice. erwise, 
standardised rocedure is rendered diffi- 
cult, and inefficiency and duplication of 
effort is almost certain to take place. 

The basis upon which the central buy- 
ing department will place its orders to 
suppliers will be upon a _ materials 
schedule, which is a list of materials pre- 
pared by the planning department, and 
expected to be required for each house 
or block of houses. Each item on this 
schedule will be priced at the rate on 
which the original estimate was based— 
and this will be used as a guide by the 
buyer. E 

Upon receiving the materials schedule, 
the buying department will place master 
orders with suppliers as required. For 
example, an order may be placed for 








be fit or loss. 
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80,000 Fletton bricks, 20,000 multi-coloured 
facings, 20 tons of cement, etc. Where 
there is a site office organisation in 
existence, the order will normally not 
state a definite time for delivery, but will 
merely indicate the quantities of mate- 
rials which the site office are authorised 
to requisition from the supplier, and the 
total quantity which is not to be exceeded. 

It is clear that provided the quantities 
ordered are exactly those upon which the 
original estimate was based, then the 
ultimate cost, as far as quantities are con- 
cerned, should be as the original estimate. 
In other words, the cost will so far have 
been completely controlled. In regard 
to the price actually paid for materials, 
this we may presume to be the lowest 
obtaining in competition, and subject to 
the efficiency of the buying department, 
one which cannot be improved upon. 
However, differences will arise between 
actual prices paid for materials and those 
estimated. These will be the subject of 
a materials price variation schedule, or, 
alternatively, additional columns can be 
ruled on the materials schedule to give 
the desired information as to the extra 
cost or saving in cost, as the case may be, 
due to bad or good buying. 

It has been assumed so far that the 
estimated quantities have proved to be 
accurate, and that the orders already 
placed have resulted in sufficient mate- 
rial being delivered to the site to enable 
the work to be completed. 

In practice, however, this rarely hap- 
pens, but due mainly to site conditions, 
the original quantities ordered are usu- 
ally found to insufficient. In this even- 
tuality the site office will send to the 
buying department what is called a 
Materials Shortage Requisition. This will 
specify the reason why the estimated 
quantities have had to be exceeded. This 
requisition, after due scrutiny by head 
office technical staff, will be used for 
placing a shortage order with the supplier 
of the materials. Shortage requisitions 
are a very fruitful source of information 
in that they disclose practical reasons for 
increased costs. 

We have now determined the additional 
cost of material over estimate under the 
headings both of excess prices and of ex- 
cess quantities. In other words, the cost 
of materials has been controlled within 
the amount of these excesses. For ex- 
ample, whatever profit or loss finally re- 
sults on the contract we can say not only 
exactly how much arose in respect of 
materials, but we can state definite 
quantities and prices of certain specified 
materials as causing so much of that pro- 


A word of caution is necessary before 
finishing with the aspect of materials. 
It_is obviously not possible to deal with 
all ‘materials such as isolated purchases, 
petty cash purchases, etc., in the fashion 
explained. However, it has been found 
in practice in normal times that 90 per 
cent. of materials purchased can be sub- 
ject to this form of control. 


Labour Costs. 


This is an extremely difficult item to 
control. It is not too much to say that at 
the present time the entire profit or loss 
on a contract is dependent on the best 
use being made of available labour. Very 
many contractors have found themselves 
— heavy losses on war contracts 

y for the reason that the labour 
supply was unsuitable or inadequate. 
Often, however, they were not aware of 
the exact nature or amount of these losses 
until the totals had become very sub- 
stantial. It is to avoid this type of hap- 
pening that we must aim. 

There is only one basic method of con- 
trolling labour costs, and that is to 
evaluate the cost against a measurement 
of the value of work done. If the 


measured prices are the same as those 
appearing on the original estimate, then 
we can ascertain how the actual cost in- 
curred compares with that estimate. It 
is customary to divide the labour force on 


a contract into gangs. If each gang's 
costed separately, 


work is measured an 
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then we can ascertain whether each gang 
is making a profit or loss. It must be 
admitted that this rather detailed analysis 
of labour does involve a fain amount of 
clerical work, but in the cases in practice 
where this system has been used, there 
has been no doubt that the benefits de- 
rived far exceeded the cost of getting out 
the information. In peace time, on hous- 
ing work, more than one eminent firm of 
contractors used such a system for pay- 
ment of bonus to their workmen. Credt 
was given for site work, etc., over and 
above that provided for in the estimated 
prices. It is doubtful whether bonus pay. 
ments will be able to be made nowadays, 
except in accordance with an officially 
sponsored payment-by-results scheme, 
which is,  aarinem a pity from the point 
of view of general efficiency. 


Labour Incentives. ‘ erry. 

The subject of labour incentives is such 
an important one and exerts so much in- 
fluence on output and cost reduction 
that a few general principles may be 
stated with Wantage, 

1. Simplicity should be the keynote of 
any scheme. Leading hands and gangers 
should be taken into the contractor’s con- 
fidence, and rules of procedure should be 
formulated, and posted up for the opera- 
tives to see. If practicable, a committee 
should be formed, including at least one 
representative of the operatives, to ad- 
minister the scheme. 

2 Frequent payments of bonus or 
shares of profit are advisable. Thus 
weekly payments are a far greater in- 
centive than yearly or half-yearly pay- 
ments. 

3. As far as possible, only those men 
actually earning bonus by their own 
efforts should receive it. This does not 
mean that each man’s work must be 
measured and bonused seperaiels as that 
is obviously a practical impossibility. 
What it does mean is that bonusing 
units should be reduced to tractable pro- 

ortions, For example, the whole 
abour force may be divided into gangs 
of, say, 20 to men, and each gang’s 
work measured and bonused separately. 
This is far better than any collective 
schemes, where the labour force is _ 
bonused as a whole, 

4. If possible, all the operations should 
be bonused, and not specified operations 
only, as in this latter instance the profit 
made by the contractor on bonused items 
tends to be lost on the non-bonused ones. 


Sub-Contractors’ Costs. 

The control of sub-contractors’ costs 
does not represent any great difficulty. 
The main point to observe is how does the 
actual cost compare with the original esti 
mate. A schedule of variations should 
be prepared to show increases or de 
creases in price, and extra work or 
omissions. 


Transport and Mechanical Plant Costs. 

Transport and mechanical plant’ can 
either be hired from outsiders or belong 
to the contractor. The principles involved 
are the same. Before orders are placed 
for transport or plant, competitive quo- 
tations should be obtained from all avail- 
able sources, and the order placed ae- 
cordingly. A quotation in respect of the 
contractor’s own transport and plant will 
be submitted by the plant manager in 
competition with outside hirers. The 
cost incurred under the a headings 
of transport and plant will be segrega 
and can be compared with origina 
estimates. 

With regard to the contractor's own 
transport and plant, it would seem that 
a full measure of control over cost wil) 
— be attained where they are dealt 
with in all respects as though they be- 
longed to a separate department quite 
outside building operations, or better 
still to an entirely separate concern. The 
reasons for this are many. 

(1) If transport and plant are treated as 
a separate operational entity, the profit 
earned by them will not depend on the 
nature of the contract on which the plant 
is used. For instance, on a particular 
contract involving the use of heavy plant, 


E 









14 


the plant charges may have been cut in 
yd to get the work, but this loss should 
fall on the contract concerned and not on 
the plant départment, who could, we may 
infer, have hired the plant elsewhere at 
full rate in any case. 

(2) The transport and plant manager 
and his staff can be remunerated in part, 
at least, by way of a percentage on the 
ptofit of their department, thus en- 
conraging them to hire plant in the best 
market, including hire to outside firms, 
and to consider the good of the firm as a 
whole rather than that of any particular 
contract. 

(3) If transport and plant are under 
one control, the responsibility for keeping 
the fleet. in good working order is easily 
allocated, and the costing data necessary 
té record the history of the plant is more 
easily kept. 

' (4) Last but not least, it gives the 
builder a firm basis on which to resist 
any efforts by Government Departments 
or local authorities to single out par- 
ticular items of plant or plant on par- 
titular contracts, as having made so much 
profit, whilst pouring the fact that other 
plant—all part of the same fleet—may 
have been lying idle for months. 

Assuming, then, that transport and 
plant are treated as a separate depart- 
ment, it will be possible to charge all 
repairs, upkeep, depreciation and other 
expenses of that department to an 
account to be valued against the charges 
accruing to its credit by way of hire. 
The profit or loss on operating will be a 
meéasure of the efficiency-of the whole 
department. 


Non-mechanical Plant Costs. 


The treatment of non-mechanical plant, 
ificluding loose tools, in cost, is always a 
rather contentious matter. In order to 
control the cost, however, a record should 
be maintained of all items sent to a con- 
tract or purchased for that contract and 
all items sent away or remaining at the 
énd. A valuation of the cost of non- 
méchanical plant used, can then be 
aftived at and expressed in terms of a 
percentage either on wages or on the 
total cost of the- contract. This per- 
centage can be compared with known 
averages and differences accounted for. 


Overhead Expenses. 


‘ By overhead expenses is meant to imply 
all’ those items of expenditure which 
cannot be directly. attributable to a par- 
titular contract or self-contained depart- 
meént. As, for instance, head office 
salaries, head office rent, rates, taxes, 
printing and stationery, etc. 

i There is one particular point to remem- 
ber, and that is that overheads are a dead 
loss to a business and have to be re- 
covered or paid for before any profit is 
earned. Therefore, endeavour to reduce 
overheads to a2 minimum. This sounds 
self-evident, but what is meant is to 
etideayour to charge all possible items of 
expenditure direct’ to a contract or self- 
contained department. I have often seen 
head office salaries charged in overheads 
when they could be charged direct to a 
contract, as, for example, staff working 

the, site; payment being merely made 

‘om ‘head officé for convenience. 
‘Control of overheads is affected mainly 
by budgeting—that is estimating in 
advance, and by comparison—that is 
comparing with past res. At the 
start of each financial year a budget of 
estimated overhead expenditure for the 
year should be prepared, under the 
various detailed headings such as 
salaries, rent, rates, taxes, light, heat, 
etc., and divided by 12 so as to arrive at a 
monthly total. As the year progresses, the 
actual expenditure will be costed against 
the budget. Deviations from estimate 
will be brought to light at each month 
end, and steps can be taken to deal with 
them. Overheads are notoriously difficult 
to control and tend to rise, both in total 
and when expressed as a percentage, 


when business is slack, but this is no 
reason for not making the effort. 
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“RATIO STRUCTURE 


SYSTEM ’’ FOR HOUSES 


A U.S. DEVELOPMENT. 


Houses assembled from the roof down 
are described in a final report on the 
‘* Ratio Structure System ’’ developed by 
research sponsored by the U.S. War Pro- 
duction Board’s Office of Production Re- 
search and Development and announced on 
September 22. 

The report shows how prefabricated 
one- and two-storey buildings could be 
constructed so that they would be capable 
of karegpwetsie | stresses and strains to an 
extent unugual in structures of _light- 
weight, readily transported materials. In 
addition, the designs have been worked 
out with close attention to flexibility in 
meeting space and floor arrangement needs, 
ease and space saving in shipping, and 
the saving of time and labour in erecting. 
‘Ratio Structure’’ was the name given 
to the new system because new and more 
economical ratios between the dimensions 
of materials used and the actual structural 
requirements are present in all designs. 

The basic designs of the ratio structure 
system were developed some years ago, but 
practical experimentation in actual build- 
ing was deemed necessary to perfect the 
packaging and to test endurance and re- 
sistance to winds and weather. A 160- 
family low-rent housing project at Sidney, 
New York, was constructed, using the 
designs, and additional wind and weather 
tests were made in New York University's 
engineering laboratory. 

In ratio construction, the report ex- 
plains, the structure is assembled from 
the roof down. series of free standing 
posts on the outside of the building carries 
the roof load and forms the structural 
frame. Both the exterior walls and the 
partitions are of the ‘‘curtain”’ type and 
may be moved about, even after the build- 
ing is complete. Virtually all the interior 
space is free, and may be divided and used 
as desired. Replacing the conventional 
cable roof supported by triangular trusses 
or rafters is an arch roof with curved, 
standardised panels put together like 
bricks to form barrel vaults spanning the 
entire width of the building. 

For flat roof ratio structure, panels of 
— sheets on light frames stretch 

etween girders, and posts of special V- 
form with plywood webs are used as wind 
braces in every alternate bay. The roof 
panels are used in both arch roof and 
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a roof ratio Me apy 2 a ag wera a 
the ceiling panels are hung ooks to the 
tie beams or tie rods. In i flat roof, the 
roof panels are directly connected to the 
tops of girders, while ceiling panels are 
hung from the lower part of the girders. 

The new constructional system lends it- 
self to the building of homes, itals, 
dormitories, recreation centres, schools, in- 
dustrial plants, warehouses and farm 
buildings. Several of the designs for 
emergency use buildings may be converted 
to permanent structures with but minor 
additions. 

The designs make use of various avail- 
able and comparatively plentiful materials, 
such as large panels of fibre board, large 
glass sections, steel or wood frames, ply- 
wood, laminated wood ribs, and metal 
frames. 


LABOUR AND THE 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 


MIDDLESEX FIRM’S COMPLAINT TO 
L.M.B.A. 


A copy has reached us of a letter, dated 
December 27, sent by Messrs. R. B. 
Burden, Ltd., of Hounslow, Middlesex, 
to the Director of the L.M.B.A., the text 
of which is as follows :— 


Re Curistmas Hoxipays, 1945. 


Dear Sir,—At the first opportunity we 
should be glad if you would raise with 
the National Joint Council the question of 
the attitude of many employees in respect 
of the recent Christmas holiday, with a 
view to some form of censure being passed 
upon the employees. 

You will doubtless recall that the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers went to considerable trouble 
pointing out the employers’ obligation of 
opening their works on all days other than 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day, other- 
wise the employees could look upon thé 
closing of any works at times other than 
these as a lock-out and could demand their 
wages. Naturally all our contraets were 
open and consist entirely of works to 
make housing accommodation available 
which Mr. Aneurin Bevan tells us is so 
extremely urgent and important. On 
Saturday last, the 22nd instant, more than 
50 per cent. of our employees were absent 
without permission and on Monday the 
position was exactly similar. 

Under the rules and regulations govern- 
ing employment in the building and civil 
engineering industry we should like to 
have your confirmation that all employees 
who absented themselves from work on 
Saturday and Monday, not due to illness, 
created a breach of their contract and are 
liable to reimburse us to the extent’of two 
hours of their wages to which we are en- 
titled in lieu of notice. If we may have 
your confirmation on this, please, we shall 
inform each and-‘every man that, having 
left the works without permission and not 
due to illness they can consider themselves 
discharged and we shall deduct from 
wages due to them the two hours.to whic 
we are entitled. 

‘ You may consider, of course; that we 
are making a considerable fuss regarding 
this matter, but we think the time is long 
overdue when employers should take some 
disciplinary action, and if the Government 
is really so concerned regarding the build- 
ing industry employers should have-their 
support. 

Yours faithfully, 

For and on behalf of R. B. Burpsn, Lrp., 


R. B. Burpen, 
Managing Director. 
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WAR DAMAGE. REPAIRS 


GENERAL DIRECTION TO HOUSING 
AUTHORITIES IN ENGLAND. 

Crrcutar 231/45, issued by the Ministry 
of Health to all Housing Authorities 
(England) makes reference to Circular 
138/45, dated July 20, 1945, with particu- 
lar reference to the arrangements outlined 
in paragraph 6, sub-paragraph 2, for the 
repair of war damage in excess of £250. 

In consultation .with the War Damage 
Commission, the following relaxations of 
this: procedure have been agreed :— 

(1) Local authorities ‘undertaking work 
of war damage repair in excess of £250 
are no longer required to obtain the prior 
approval of the War Damage Commission 
before commencing work, 

(2) The issue of licences to private 
owners applying to do work of war age 
repair which fits in with local authority’s 
programme of work should not: be with- 
held pending prior consultation with, and 
the agreement of, the War Damage 
Commission. ye 


When, issuing licences in. the future, 
however, local authorities are asked to be 
good enough to remind the licensee (a) in 
his own interests he should consult the 
War Damage Commission before commenc- 
ing work, and (6) the value of the work 
licensed is not necessarily «the amount 
which the War Damage Commission will 
agree to pay. ’ 

The arrangements made in Circular 
156/45, dated August 27, 1945, for the 
rebuilding of war destroyed houses remain 
unchanged. 


LONDON WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS. 

In Circular 236/45, issued to all Housing 
Authorities in the London Civil Defence 
Region, on December 28, the Ministry of 
Health refers to the repair of war damaged 
houses and other housing works, London 
Civil Defence Region, and in particular 
to the Minister’s conference with repre- 
sentatives of local authorities within the 
London Region on December 10 last, con- 
cerning the future:arrangements for work 
on war damage repair. 

Two main tasks of house repair in 
London remain, First, to repair the large 
number ‘of dwellings which ‘were so 
heavily damaged as to be uninhabitable, 
and secondly, to finish work of repair to 
the standard decided by the local authority 
in’ accordance with Circular 219/45, on 
houses which so far have not yet been 
repaired beyond the emergency standard. 
Plans for these works must, of course, 
be integrated with plans for adaptation 
or conversion of large houses for multi- 
family occupation, for the provision of 
temporary houses, and for the building of 
new, permanent houses as well as the 
re-erection of “‘ cost of works’ houses 
totally destroyed. 

The circumstances of local authorities 
vary considerably, and this, together with 
the changes introduced by Circular 219/45 
and fluctuation in the flow of labour will, 
it is recognised, make it difficult for local 
authorities to plan ahead with certainty. 
It is, however, essential that the Ministry 
of Health should have all ssible 
guidance as to the extent of work to be 
undertaken within the Region during 1946, 
in order to secure the utmost efficiency by 
the ‘fullest use of available labour and 
materials. It is therefore suggested that 
local anthorities should draw up a pro- 


gramme for 1946 on the followirig lines :— . 


(1) ‘War damage repair for each 
quarter of the year: (a) repair of C(b) 
houses or other unoccupied war damaged 
houses; (6) further repair of war damage 
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in accordanee with Circular 219/45 and 
Serial Note 166, to occupied properties 
previously repaired only to an emergency 
standard. 

(2) Other housing works for the whole 
of 1946: (a) erection of temporary houses ; 
(6) erection of new permanent houses 
(traditional and prefabricated); (c) the 
building of totally destroyed houses, which 
attract a cost of works payment; (d) work 
on .house repairs, rebuilding, or buildi 


‘for ‘which the local authority is prepar 


to grant a licence or issue a certificate of 
essentiality. 

All this work is a charge on such labour 
as is available, and should be planned as 
a whole on very broad lines. The Regional 
Architects of the Ministry of Health will 
shortly visit local authorities in order to 
discuss informally with their officers a 
provisional programme of work for the 
coming year. 


B.S. Specifications. 

The following British standards have 
been issued from 28, Victoria-street, 
§.W.1, price 2s. each: Flush Wood D 
with Plywood Faces (B.S. 459, Pt. 2); 
Concrete Interlocking Tiles (B.S. No. 
550); Concrete Railway Sleepers (B.S. 
No. 986); Dimensions and Workmanshi 
of Natural Stone for Building (B.S. 
No. 1232.—Application of Production 
Control (B.S. No. 1100: Part 3) (price, 
2s. 3 Guide for Quality Controt and 
Control Chart Methods of Analysin 
Data (B.S. No. 1008) (3s. 6d. net); P.D. 308 
Amendment to British Standard Specifi- 
cation for Kitchen Fittings .(B.8. No. 
1195) (Gratis); Copings of Clayware, Cast 
Stone and Natural Stone (B.S. No. 1233, 
1234, 1235) (Price 2s. net); Metal Case- 
ment Windows (B.S. N6. 990: 1945) {Price 
3s, 6d. net); and Schedule to STA-7 
PD 402 (Price 2s. net). 
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. DIRECT LABOUR AT: 


SWANSEA 
PRIVATE TENDERS LOWEST. . 

ALTHOUGH @ private contractor had sub- 
mitted .the lowest tenders for reconstruct- 
ing three lots of ‘‘ blitzed” houses, and 
other tenderers had also submitted prices 
lower than the Borough Architect esti- 
mated that he could do the work, Swansea 
Corporation Housing Committee, at a 
recent meeting, decided in favour of the 
architect’s department doing the job. The 
decision is subject to approval by the 
Welsh Board of Health. west tenders 
in each case were submitted by Mr. L. H. 
Samuel, Landore, and, were as follows : 
for 23. houses, £15,574; for 18, £13,085 ; 
and for 20, £15,459, 

The architect’s estimates respectively 
were £17,173, £16,408, and £19,763. 

A member of the committee, in moving 
that the work be done by direct adminis- 
tration, remarked that tenders submitted 
by the architect in the past were on a 
wide margin of safety, and they had 
found, when tne work had been com- 
pleted, that there had been a considerable 
saving to the Corporation. 

In supporting this view, another mem- 
ber suggested that the architect had to 
take pa om which other people had 
not to do, The private contractor had 
within his tender retained for himself a 
reasonable margin of profit. 

The Borough Architect, Mr. E. C. 
Morgan, said he was already under con- 
tract for 90 houses by direct administra- 
tion, and he had been instructed to adver- 
tise for tenders so. that local builders who 
had their own following of workers should 
be employed. They did this under instruc- 
tions from the Welsh Board of Health. 
He was in rather a difficulty now with 
regard to labour. 

It was agreed that if it was found 
necessary to justify the decision with the 
Welsh Board of Health a deputation 
should wait on them. 


HOUSE BUILDING BY — 


PRIVATE BUILDERS 
POSITION IN LONDON 

In Circular 233/45, issued by the 
Minist of Health to Metropolitan 
Borough Councils and the L.C.C., in- 
formation is contained that it has been 
decided that the gy conferred upon 
local authorities by Circular 138/45 of 
issuing licences for the building of new 
houses by private enterprise (subject. to 
the limits prescribed in Circular 125/45 
and Circulars 146/45 and 172/45) shall be 
exercised within the Administrative 
County of London by_ Metropolitan 
Borough Councils. The Town Clerk or 
other officer properly appointed by the 
Council under Circular 123/45 may issue 
licences for the erection of a new house, 
the preparation of a site for new houses 
or the rebuilding of a “ cost of works ’”’ 
house. 

As Metropolitan Borough Councils are 
not the appropriate authorities to approve 
peoaoesis under the Town and Country 

lanning Acts or under bye-laws and 
local Acts relating to building, consent 
should be given subject to the applicants 
complying with statutory reauire- 
ments. It will then be for the applicant 
to obtain the necessary additional ap- 
provals from the L.C.C. It should 
noted that on works costing’ more than 
£100 the period within which work must 
begin is two months after the granting 
of the licence. 


Building Technicians’ Pocket Diary. 

We are asked to state that the pocket 
diary for 1946 issued by the Association 
of ae Technicians is now com- 

etely sold out: ’ sg 
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FRENCH> PREFABRICATED 
- HOUSES 

BY B.S. TOWNROE (DIRECTOR OF 

- THE FRANCO-BRITISH SOCIETY) 

Last month 2 gmenee 4 an. exhibition 
of various types of prefabricated houses 
wag held‘in Paris in thé former’ rail- 
way station of the Invalides. Here could 
‘be ‘seen the ‘results of experiments in new 

’ forms ‘of house-building which have been 
carried ‘out for ‘some time past at a 
‘Research Station at Noisy-le-Sac. 

M. Dautry, the Minister of Reconstruc- 
tion, with whom I recently had an interest- 
ing conversation in’ his office in Paris, 

es the view’ that there must be more 
economies in house building, and much 


eater use of new materials. Accord- 
ingly, just as at the Building Research 
Station at Watford and at Northolt, -in 


England, so it was decided in France to 
conduct a number of experiments in pre- 
fabrication and to erect various models. 

A typical French prefabricated house 
has been designed for a family of three 
to five children. It contains a good-sized 
‘living-room, a kitchen, w.c., and three 
bedrooms. Unlike the British temporary 
or permanent prefabricated house, the 
French house includes a cellar under the 
house, where potatoes and wine can be 
kept, and also a laundry. There is a bath- 
room without a full-sized bath. The 
French bathrooms contain a shower, a 
“ bidet,”” a wash basin and a small cup- 
board. The laundry contains a washing- 
machine and a drying-machine. — 

The architects selected to design these 
houses have been given two directions. 
First, each house must be planned for a 
family, and the housewife and mother, 
above all, must be considered. Her work, 
indluding the cooking and preparation of 
meals and looking after children, has to be 
reduced to the minimum. Secondly, there 
has to be a good deal of built-in furniture. 
The architects have also been told to pay 
close attention to esthetic questions, so as 
to make sure that the buildings harmonise 
with the sogyren ny 4 landscape. 

M. Dautry and his ‘officials are con- 
trolling both the designs and the provision 
of materials, But for the time being the 
erection of ‘‘ prefabs’ on a grand scale 
remains in suspense. For the cost of these 
houses is proving to be Haaspecieny high. 
The cost of one type has already worked 
out to over £2,000 at the present rate of 
exchange. There is, therefore, an urgent 
demand for prices to be reduced. It is 
claimed that in general the houses on the 
technical side compare favourably with 
those planned by the British Ministry of 
Works. The French are, however, still 
very much handicapped by shortage of 
materials and coal in the actual mass pro- 
duction of the various types approved. 

In order to give the French public the 
opportunity to make comparisons, 
American and Canadian houses are being 
shown’ side by side with some of the 
French types. 


National Savings. 


the Building, Civil Engineering and 
Allied. Trades Savings Committee, sends 
a. New Year message to all in those 
industries who, by their work and by 
their . savings, have. supported the 
National Savings Movement during 1945, 
in. which he says: ‘“‘ With my thanks for 
what has been done must go an appeal 
for renewed effort in the New Year. 
Goods,.are still in short supply.. Spend 
money and prices rise. The result is in- 
flation, against which the Government, 
as every sane Government would, ‘has 


‘very strongly set its face,’’ 





Mr. GEORGE we] M.P.,. Chairman of i 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 


VENTILATION, ARTIFICIAL LICHT 
AND SUNLIGHT 


Two further chapters of the Code of 
Functional. Requirements of Buildings 
have now been published for the Codes 
of Practice Committee by the British 
Standards Institution. They are Chapter 
I (C) Ventilation, and ee age VII (F 
Provision of Artificial Light. A thir 
Chapter I (B) Sunlight is now in print. 

These Chapters were originally issued 
in draft form’ some months ago. They 
have since been revised in the light of 
the criticisms and suggestions then re- 
ceived, and are now appearing in their 
final form. In view of the present hous- 
ing emergency, all three documents are 
limited in scope to houses, flats an 
schools only. Chapters dealing with all 
types of buildings will be issued later. 

Chapter IJ (C)—Ventilation—lays down 
recommended standards of ventilation, 
both natural and mechanical, 

Chapter VII (F)—Provision of Artificial 
Light—is divided into two parts: Part I 
Houses and Flats, and Part II Schools. 
It describes the functional requirements 
of a good lighting system, and the factors 
to be considered in the choice of a fitting 
and the size of source. It also includes 
tables deg | the recommended illumina- 
tion values for particular purposes. 

Chapter I (B)—Sunlight—gives general 
recommendations as to siting, orientation 
and design, with a view to obtaining the 
maximum amount of sunlight in build- 
ings throughout the year. 

Copies of Chapters I (C) and VII (F) 
may be obtained from the British Stan- 
dards Institution, 28, Victoria-street, 
S.W.1, price 6d. and 2s. post free respec- 
tively. Notification of publication of 
Chapter I (B) will be given in due course. 


Diaries and Calendars, 1946. 


We acknowledge with thanks a tear-off 
calendar from Messrs. Ashwell and 
Nesbit, Ltd. (suitable either for hangin 
or standing on the desk), and a smal 
peak diary from United Steel Companies, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Brick P W. B. McKay, M.Se.Tech., 
Arch E, The Building Craft 
Series. _ (London: Longmans, Green 
and Co.).. Priee 7s. 6d. net. 

Prepared by am author whose books on 
Building Construction are already well 
kno this book, clearly written and 
well illustrated, is well suited to the 
needs of beginners, for whom it is in- 
tended. The materials used and the pro- 
cesses involved in constructing walls up 
to two bricks in thickness are dealt witu, 
including bonding in walls, piers ana 
junctions, the construction of openings 
and foundations. Cavity walls, circular 
work, reinforced brickwork and fireplace 
construction, perhaps beyond the work 
that can be properly ascribed to the 
beginner, are also included. There is a 
chapter on drawing equipment and draw- 
ing which will help the student to attain 
a standard of draughtsmanship that will 
materially assist his studies, 

The practical information on brick- 
laying, contributed by a craftsman of 
long experience, will be helpful not only 
to the bricklayer’s apprentice for whom 
it by intended, oes siee to architectural 
and surveying students in acquiring a 
knowledge that will aid them * study- 
ing, later in supervising, building 
work, A. B. W. 


Willis’s_ Workmen's Compensation Acts. 
37th edition. London: Butterworth & 
Co, (Publishers), Ltd. Price 30s., plus 
10d. postage. 


The publication of the 37th edition of 
this monumental work has been made 
necessary, not because of any further 
legislation, but because of new decisions 
in the Courts, which from time to time 
so materially affect the law relating to 
workmen’s compensation. These cases 
have been fully dealt with in the new 
edition and in the way we expect to find 
them dealt with. Also the amendment of 
the Byssinosis (Benefit) Scheme, 1941, is 
included, together with notes to the Work- 
men’s Compensation (Temporary Increases) 
Act, 1943. The great value of the book is 
that it not only explains the law, but 
contains so much information which is of 
a practical nature. 


BUILDING APPRENTICES 


SPORTS ASSOCIATION 


MINISTER OF WORKS BECOMES 


PATRON 

THE Minister of Works, the Chairman of 
the L.C.C., Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve, 
Mr. J. W. Stephenson, and Mr. Richard 
Coppock, have, amongst others, accepted 
invitations to become patrons of the new 
London Building Trade Apprentices’ 
Sports Association. The purpose of the 
new Association is to encourage sports, 
games and welfare among building trade 
apprentices in the London area, to pro- 
mote local clubs and to obtain equipment 
and playing fields for the use of its 
members. 

Major Leslie Shingleton, former Presi- 
dent of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, has been elected its first 
President, and among members of the 
Council are the President and Vice-Presi- 
dents of the London Master Builders’ 
representatives of the 


L.M.B.A. areas, Mr. E. H. Bryan, chair- 


; man, and Mr. V. T. Sulston, London Dis- 
trict Secreta 


3ec1 of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives. Mr. F. W. 
Stratton is the Hon. Treasurer, and Mr. 


Tom Smith, secretary and manager. 


Membership of the Association is open 


to registered apprentices and their em- 


ployers in the London area, ex-appren- 


» tices and junior staff of Builders’ offices, 


(Continued on page 20.) 
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THE BUILDER 


RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS FROM BEGINNING OF PAY WEEK NEXT FOLLOWING Ist JANUARY, 1946. 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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2/6 2/0 ire of _ fe dake 
2/34 
2/34 
2/6 
2/4 
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2/54 
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2/4 
2/4 
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2/4 
2/34 
2/6 
2/44 
2/6 
2/5 
2/6 
2/4 
2/4 
2/4 
2/8 
2/ 
2/4 | 1/104 Melton Constabie 
2/4 1/11 
a3 | i/ltylMengenower OD: 
2/5 | 1/114Middieton 
2/44 1/11 |\Middlewich .... 
2/6 | 2/0 |\Milford Haven ...... 
2/6 2/0 |\Morecamnbe ........| 
2/4 | U/108i Morley ...........- 
2/4 |} 1/103) Mundesle 
2/5 1/114; Mundesley ........+- 
\|Nantwich ..........) 

2/5 1/113)\Nelson.........-+.-- 
2/6 2/0 |\Newark-on-Trent ....| 
2/5 YA 13|\Newbury............ 
2/6 2/0. |'Newcastle-on-Tyne ..' 
2/54 Hy 104 Newesstio-s i - 
2/4 |New Fo District 
2/6 oi Newmamices dup . el 
2/54 17 Nome: Mon. .... 
2/5 114|/Newport Pagnell 
2/54 ay No pton C.B. .. 
2/4 1/10$)|\Norwich ...........: : 
2/6 | 2/0 |\Nottingham C.B. .... 
2/4 1/104) Nuneaton M.B. 
2/44 | 1/11 |\Qakham ......+00665 
2/6 | 2/0 |Oldham -......022.: 
2/6 /O |\Ormskirk ........-. 
2/5 1/11})\Oxford ........4-,- 
B/6.| 2/0 |iOnted ...:...0....-. 
2/6 2/0 |\Paignton............ 
aa | i rohPeterboroush 

| | Borough) ......| 
2/4 | 1/108 ptymouth =... 
2/54 | 1/11¢))Pontefract .......... 
2/4 | 1/104 Pontypridd District 
2/34 | 1/11% Port Talbot.......... 
2/S | 1/11¢)/Portsmouth ........ 
2/4 1/104) Preston ...........- 
4 y br | Pulborough Siaakies 
/' pe i iaws Ghs< 
ve ell a 

| I} Redditen U.D. 
2/5 1/113)Redhill ............ 
2/S§ | I/1LE Ripon ...........066 
2/4 1/1 |Rochdale .......... 
2/4 1/104)\Rochester .........- 
2/4 1/1 [Rugby WER. io. 
2/6 | 2/0 |\s¢. Albans .......... 
2/6 | 2/0 |S Helens -.. 2.2121. 
2/6 | 2/0 ist Neots ........-. 
2/4 | 1/194) Saffron Walden ...... 
2/4 | 1/104'Salisbury City ...... 
2/4 | Hh Salisbury Plain ...... 
/ 1/11 wbridgeworth 


2/44 | |'Sa 
2/54 1/113) Saxmundham ...... 
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work other than 


t Plus 2d. per working day. 


Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in.all Towns and Districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the commenies the rate of wages for women engaged on craft processes is 1/74 per hour. Women introduced to carry 
craft processes, 1/4 per hour. 

fe Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 19 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


NOTE.—Thése prices apply to large quantities = materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant's warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials shculd be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, &c. £s.d 

First Hard Stocks .....44.... soreeveses ‘ ay . 
WINE BOS ng 8555. chide ccdeoe see 417 0 
Single Rough Stocks. ..........seeeeeees 316 9 
BEE. icewence- nd Hewsdde eee 379 
‘heel on en ee The question 





se per Site in 
London London 
Rated Area,North 
26 in. eeeee Stations of Thames 
A discount of 6d. 1 ,000 only per 1000 ,000 per 1,000 
monthly account, esa: s. d. 
-- @ 70 0 
. 62 72 0 
‘ 90 0 
90 0 
90 0 
£8 4. 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. — Stns.).. 13 9 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) ........ 13 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) .......... 12 7 0 
Best Stourbrid; oy (London Stns.) :— 
s. d. d. 
pee ©. 3 i... 0. suse is 16 6 
GLAZED Bricks si cbdon Stns.). Add 20% to Prices. 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs .. 38 10 0 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers .. 35 10 0 
Stretcher ..30 0 0 Oneside&twoends 39 10 0 
Headers ...... 29 10 O Hed a 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 
and44in.Flats 36 19 0 “ease Rewer’ 38 0 0 


Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. 


and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours, Hard 


Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 


App Levy ON Bricks, 3/— per 1,000 except Glazed 


Bricks. 
PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
12 miles radius Charing Cross. 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 
Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. d. 
2 pet v4. wap. “ae caddies 04: 2:19 
SS LEE Ge eiceccaucect comane so 2 @ 
3 "a a 100 abo’ wos sleVop sea acamehy> 2 7 
EE re: Pes oe rt Se FRE 1 
Half blocks add y4 per yard super to above prices. 
r xf id. ” 2 ti i d 3 10 
ryd.sup. .. per yd. sup. 
37, - specs O GF.» seer attt 410 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA 
sine 12 x 5 5 Pe 9. SPSL LEE eEY 2:9 
Size 12x 9x2 45% bbs cboVPVaknags 3 0 
Siz 12x9x3” ,, gabwess ie cneeseadve 3°97 
Sia TZEDRS oe sh bso eissessossescthii 41 
Hempsteanb—Keveo Two Sives. 
IWeSie FZ. cass 2 9! A2 RW Te ca~ ol 3% 
12 2a 20’ .csks- 2.0 Weta na vir. 41 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 


BatH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube .... 

Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube , 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. _ ,, 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected be herr yee 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 





Paddington, G.W.R. .... per ft. cube 
Do. d on road waggons as above 
ae hE PS per ft. cub. 


White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—1!d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and id. beyond 30 ft. 
Horio ence STONE— 
R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 


s. 
F Rando blocks from 10ft.and over P.ft.cb, 13 


SaWR tWO OUOUS 2... sasicscspscsesesss 
Sawn three or four sides 
York Stone, BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London, 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes Nyro! 
Df. super)... ...sese0%% per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two age 2 or 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) ...... .%.%++--- 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn oue side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) .... so 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto. .......... em 
Harp Yorx— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled fandom blocks . per. ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings ———— 
40 ft. super) ........--+00+ per ft. ceed 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random’ 
SIZES) ....2-200 sesesene ” 
3 in. ditto ditto .... os 
2 in. self-faced random flags. .per yd. super 


job 
yf pad the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of 


" 


wn w 


eer 





d. 
3% 
3 
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coe 


RAS ~ wo 


Sa 


Parian Cement 7 


cwt. from £3 


SLATES, 


Per 1,000 actual £ 8. d. 
ham 


20 by 10 _. 


CAST STONE. 


Detivered in London area in full van lo: r ft. 
cube : Plain, 10s.; Moulded, 12s. 6d. 
Small section cills and copings, 15s. 
SAND. 
Thames Ballast .....: ils. 6d. per yd. 
Pit Ballast .......... » ow | delivered 
ee, Pee ee 12s, Od. » | 2 miles 
Washed Sand.....,.. 14s.9d. ., ,, pradius 
fi in. Shingle ...... 2s. 0d. ,, ,, | Padding- 
in. Broken Brick 16s. 0d. ,, ,, | ton. 
an Breeze .......... » a 
CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard saree 9 
tion, delivered London area s. d. 
6 ton loads and upwards site... ... per ton 3 17 0 
Bt0'6 2000 GO 565 ess lieeicle'e o Made oc00d0e 300 
In Bag = bags or non-returnable jute sacks, 

net per ton of cement extra 
“ Ferrocrete”” Rapid Hardening. Cement 
6 ton loads and upwards site ............ ee Ee 
B00: GAGMS. GMO. . cues eB ded iidedesescuce 3 60 
In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 
“* Aquacrete ” Water Repellent cement, 31 /6 

per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle ” 

prices. In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 

—_ Hardening “ Colorcrete’’ in 6-ton ‘ns 

In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 

“ Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, accord- 

ing to colour. In 4 ton lots from 166/6 

to 390/6 per ton according to colour 

(including paper bags) 

“* Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement (in 

Feae DADE BOGS) sone pundidla eo kndccccctes 11 6 6 
Under one ton ....svcuse'cscccces per cw. 013. 2 
“417 ‘» yk (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered Site London Area in 6 ton lots 

RAG CARTES a4 bps are niplels via pre vio 0 co age 318 6 
In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 

Super Cement g rer dete: ), bags extra... 4 8 6 


£s. d. 


. d. 
Roman EE 16 0 Keene’sCement, White u oc 
00 Pink 610 0 
Cementone wa for cement according to tints, per 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in Zull truck loads to London Rate Station, 





0 
NOTE: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
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“HERTS 





£°s. 
Sirapite, Coarse 4 11 

Finish 4 19 
n 


Grey Stone Lime 3 
cunts? 1 § Samo gS 
ranite ir percwt. . 
ore.—Sacks afe charged Is. 9d. each, and credited 
if returned in good condition within three 
pd carriage paid. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £3 4:3. O4., 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 


6 

6 

meer ; 6 
Above prices for 4-ton loads and over Londo 

Best oe Bi ‘ 


TILES. 

Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 

of not less than 6 toms..............-- Per 1, 
f.o.r. London. 

Best ine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district .............+++ 16 0 
itto hand-made ditto ..........+. 810 0 
Ornamental ditto ..............sss006 819° 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ........ 6 
(per dozen) —Machine-made .... 16° 6 
OTE: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
WOOD. 


1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality 


s .¢€ 
Dry English Wainscot Billets .. 16 0 to 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 to 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs "121 0 to 
Square-ed: Honduras Mahogany ...... 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany .........-. 
American Figured Oak... . 1. scenes e 
American Plain Oak ..........++4- e 


e+] 


onnonk 
a 


oo 
ee —_ 
wnnAhO oo 







Amonhion Whitewood . 
African Whitewood . 
African Mahogany 
Australian Walnut . 
Australian Silky Oak 
Best Scotch glue ... 
Liquid glue......... per wales 


SOFT WOOD. 


mucooeoccocoo 
: Peek dend rd adadant od 
RON CK eVUNnwn 


Scantlings in imported sizes £6. esd. 
2 in. by 3in. to4in. by 1lin. 47 0 O 58 0. 0 
PLANED BOARDS. 

Prime CLEAR British COLUMBIAN PINE. 


£.3.' d. 

Hoo, by Mim. Y 2... eceeeeceeoes vtose. eae O 

1 in by 9 in. Per — 

r sed. 

1 in. plain edge flooring ........+..+++ ee 3 

12 in. ditto ics 5 ierarerencrsseeae - : 
in. tongued grooved ..... ee : 

UE ID RIO, fodcdercccbesccevec ths deviste 70. 6 

MATCHING. per mee. 

3s. d. 

I, tvcaeidhic dae ds oi chee cciewcvccvescow¥ 4: 3 

BU A etn dds ds odubio wes cle cbdeeves Sis 21 ASE © 

Mr se ials ¢ Usbn.0de' Xb be odie HéV dee cores 399 (0 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, 
emma: * jeeena 


S.D. em Crutcu Heap, 4 IRON 


3) 2 51/- Bane doz. 
— Bis Cocks FOR so go 
60/- 72/— per doz. 


S.D. Stop Coces FOR eens, 
in. din. 1 in. ae 
— 48/- 86/- oh) 2 1/- 4s6/-pee doz. 
DS. “aga Peas YG esa) ta 


Py in. 1} in, 14 in 
45/- 16 137 240/— 342/- P Fy pee daz. 
Dousie Nut BoiLer 7 
4io. Zin. in. 14 in. 1} in 
5/6 6/8 11/- 24/- a0) Sei. gap don) 
2 na in Bat i VALVES. 
in. 

eee i15)- 144/—. 288/— 384/- per doz. 

Caps be fue es 

3 in. + 2 in. a 

+ Fo 18/6 Lp fh /9 es 


ae 2 Lag - in, er’ 

/9 13/6 25/- 37/- A nF eras 
TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING 

dato 14 x 6 lbs. 2x 7 ibs 3 x 7 Ibs. 


34/- 55/- 92/— per doz. 
Lead S. 34) 41/- 7) 115/-. per doz. 
Soiper.—Plombers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. w pips 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


METALS. 

Joists, Girpers, &C., TO LONDON STATION, PER TON— 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted. ...........+- £24 0 0 
Plain pound Girders ............ 26 10 0 

” - Stanchions .......... 200 
In Rook Woek -3 25 bse dots 44 die vivian 37 16 0 


Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 





} . $ Diameter. s. d. 
iz S75). 8 15s 0 
2 5 0 in. to2jin. 21 5 0 
WroUGHT oceaas AND Pirthien, 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from Leadon stock wot gross. 
Tubes. 
4" is ye 16° Mo ae iy 12 
Light weight ...... Sig a a oe si 574 
leavy weight...... 44 493 
Galv. lightweight .. 30 _ 0 30 
Galv. heavyweight.. 20 20 


20 
He bop tubulars sizes $°/3” A am extra 
o! 
Fittings. ries. pt 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash ead of month ‘toning date of 
invoice. ‘Carriage pid Gn of £10 nett valie and 
over. 


C.I. Have-Rounp Gurrers—London Prices ex 


Works, ee Satie. 


Nozzles. ends. 
Bit, . uc in dh nea Soca 1/7 5d. 
3 infggrtiys, Late. iN 1410 Sd. 
a le espe fe 2/1 1/il Sd. 
Ct eee ae See 2/2 2/3 16d. 
Sin. eek... doable e 2/7 2/6 1/- 

O.G. GUTTERS: 
Sin. conc ic te op caekene 2/4 2/2 64, 
eee ee 2/8 2/2 94. 
Ty Se eet eee ra ie 2/8 2/3 10d. 
BMF EIR 5. CF PI 2/10 2/7 1/- 
Stic ccsegees Chas 3/5 3/- 1/1 
RAIN em PIPES. 
Per yd. im 6 fts. Bends. Branches. 

2in.... 
2% in. 
3 in.. 


34 in. 
4in.... 








LCE bier gem Sou. Pirres—Loi ex 
Pipe. — Braaches. 
4/4 3/5 4/2 
4/9 3/9 5/2 
5/3 4/i 6/3 
5/5 5/- 7/2 
6/- 5/8 8/5 
L.C.C. CoaTep Drain PIre. 
ewt. qr. Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
bites chi BRS 2 eddie 8/11 3/5 14/10 
yee Ol ey ee 13/3 17/6 30/4 
Gaskin, 80/- per cwt. 
Per ton basis 
£s. d 
IroN.—Staffordshire Csown, Merchant 
We nccocecce th svaRestcdeosg she Od 2015 0 
IRON.—Staffosdsiaice Marked Bars........ 21 0 
Mild Seeel MAG wi..0 0.025 science te someday 1915 0 
Mild Steel Hoops... «2.00. £000.04 vd siete soene 21 10 O 


Ex Merchant’s Stock, 

per ton (two-ton lots). 

Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
uge 





6 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

if) 

£s. d. 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and up. .....sscccececes 28 10 O 

ALL NETT. 


METAL Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 


complete houses, including all fittings, painti two 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 4d. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 

PAINTS, &c. £ sda 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. per gallon 0 7 8 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .... ad 08 0 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) cwt. 313 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) =. 113 0 
Genuine Red Lead ...........- 217 0 
Linseed Oil Putty (free peknon) gh Se 
Utility Putty ........ (free packages) ,, ; a 
Size, XD quality .........0.. fkn, 0 4 9 


_ Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon upwards. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from January 1, 1946. Every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but wecannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A Al 
Craftsmen .:.... 2/6 2454 
Labourers ...... 1/11} 

Aberdeen A ' .A2 

Ayrshire ......... Aontt BERENS ck d<% A 

| Sati peal stat B | Dunoon .......... A 

Berwickshire A2 |; ‘East Fife *......0: A 

Bridge of Allan ..A | East Lothian ...... A 

Broughty Ferry A | Edinburgh ........ A 

Clackmannanshire A | Fifeshire ........ A 

Denes is Ses oan os A | ire... A2 

Duabilane A eee A 

Dumbartonshire ..A | Geemock .......- A 

Dumffies ........ Al | Hamilton ........ A 





* This town has its own rates, 


A2 A3 B BI 
2/5 2/43 2/4 2/34 
1/11 1/103 1/10 1/93. 
Inverness... 5.2.5... * | Perthshire .......« A2 
Inverurie ........ Al ives x ns Sc ‘! 
Kincardineshire ..A2 DEUS WEES + - «4 
Kinross-shire a thesay ......%; A 
Roxburghshire A2 
Lanarkshire ...... a St, Asidrews A 
Midlothian ...... n tki em RETA T. 
lonifieth ........ Ste siden athe 
Moray and Nairn B Stirli —Riewog A 
Newport ........ A Ssornenany pap ey A2 
Peeblesshire ...... A2 yO ea ee A 
ouPiWe cas A West I Lotbian 2. A 


The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based does not provide for any variation to currerat rates of 
Apprentices’ wages, which will be considered by the General Council of the Apprenticeship pee 
The intormation given in this table is nee Rates of wages in England and Wales are givem em pags 











VARNISHES, ‘ke. 








Per gaiion. 

£s. d. 

Oak Vara 3a.0cdts 0s ee Outside 016 («0 
Powe MS onc ss'ss 0c pide oe bbA te Hie * : - : 

NN. icra Sods vabncck pa 

Copal | har ah 
160 

114 0 

1.0 0 

100 

140 

ee ge 

1¢@e@0 

- . © 

F2°6 

114 0 

1 4 6 
114 6) 

012 0 

Oak and y Staim (water) ........ 014 0 
POEL. sip cane 3c Sec tise dso cecss 09 6 
OS eee 016 0) 
Knotting (patent) .......... 017 0 
French and Brush Pelish 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene . 011 0 

LEAD, &c. 

Per ton 

(Delivered in London 5 cwts.) £.. & @. 
Leap. Beye English, 341b. and up 4210 0 
cae BGO © 52 2S. Heid Se wladdvincseccee 400 
NS hai s tikn BEidp « Kh 6 05 da old so hQd 44 0 0 
a GAS ches ntbiidskd 0. «fe «io weenie 4810 0 


ore.—Country delivery, 10/- per ton extra, lots 
man's Gee per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3/- per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex London area, per ton £23 0 0. Buyers 
Pay carriage. 











Whenever your scheme 
calls for 


METAL WINDOWS 


built specially to suit your 
own requirements 
always specify 


AYGEE 








LIMITED 
of 
100, Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON - S.E.1 
‘Phone: WATerloo .6314 (6 lines) 
for 


Distinctive Metal Windows 


The Hall Mark of Craftsmanship 











THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Plans Ain repared for alterations 
and additions for the we of tg at 
Horsewoodhill, for which Be architect is W. 


Smith, 204, George-st., 
GLASGOW.—Pians prepared for alterations 
urock Work Co.. 


and additions for the 
Ltd., by Burnet & Boston, 180, Hope-st.. 


Glasgow. 


Domestic Plugs and Socket-Outlets. 

A final decision on the standardisation 
of plugs and socket-outlets has now been 
taken by the Electrical Indus Com- 
mittee of the British Standards Institu- 
tion to standardise. an all-purpose 
domestic plug and socket-outlet of the 
same dimensions (as regards interchange- 
ability) as the 5-ampere size in B.S. 
but rated at 3 kW. (13 amperes at 230 





volts). This decision reverses a previous 
decision of the Electrical Indu Com- 
mittee of the B.S.I. A new British Stan- 


dard Specification embodying modifica- 
tions to the present B.S. 546 will be pre- 
pared at an early date. 





GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 





PLN CUT 
kinds. 


Reeded, $ im. thick ........00..--+-.0-000-: 
i oe is the same price as rough cast 
To 


Y 
g 
> 


Geo: ¥ 
“ Calorex ” Sheet, Boa oz. 
os Cast, + in. thick . 
% in. thick 
4 in. thick 
Non’ “Actinic Glass, ti in. thick 
te in. thick 


” ” ” 





ere reer eee eee eee 


” PO ( MeO Se 


” ” ” 


“VITA” GLASS. 
“ Vita” Plate Glass, about + in. thick— 


Over 7 f%. SUpEE oc ccc cece ce deencds 
“ Vita ” Sheet Ciass, ot 18/20 oz. 
Cathedral “ Vita” 

Ze in. one: 


ace oacfP ROpregoasyy®: 


" HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. s. 

PB. 1—8 in.x4jin.xc3}in. .... 2 

P.B. 2—5i in.x 57 in. oc Mecirliaagy= 

P.B. 3—77 in, x73 in. x3 3 
P.B. 32—7} in. x72in. x3g in... 

potent Corner Brick to match Se Ws 

4-4 que 


AAAo 
i 
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(Continued from page 16.) 


and the subscription rate is 3d. a week on 
both sides, the employer undertaking to 

ay 3d. a week for every apprentice in 
his employment who joins the Associa- 
tion. 

A fund amounting already to over £2,000 
has been raised among members of the 
L.M.B.A. to give the Association a send- 

Area committees of local employers, 
operatives and apprentices are now being 
formed to organise clubs in their areas. 

Mr. Tom Smith, the secretary-manager 
of the Association, is a well-known ex- 
gootecsion® football player and referee. 
He has had an extensive experience in 
organising sport among young people. 
Until recently he was sports manager and 
assistant welfare officer in a big aircraft 
works near London. 

The headquarters of the new Associa- 
tion are, temporarily, at 7, Princes Street, 
Westminster, §.W.1. Telephone No. 
Whitehall 2840. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For ag gy still open, but not in- 
cluded in fn this list, see previeus issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are thene 
for the submission ef A a ‘t) 
denotes clesiag date for ap name 
and address at the + poe on to ihe Wperesn 
from «whom particulars may be obtained. 

ae 
JANUARY 


t*East Suffolk C. Sones of 2 huts with 
brick wall panels for kitchen and dining roem 


at Bungay Grammar School. County A. Dep. 
£2 28. Tenders by January 4 

tOundle U.0.C.—4 pairs of houses at New-rd, 
site. J. Ford, O 


JANUARY 10. 
Bs oy; R.D.C.—20 houses on 4 sites. 
ut Smith (F.), 29, George-st., Oxford. Dep. 


Bi 

+ Gnietor R.D.C.—44 houses at various sites. 
Sheppard, Lockton and Saunders, 24, Castle 
Gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 38 

+*Terquay T.C.—6 houses at Salisbury-ave., 
Barton: estate. P. W. Ladmore, M.Inst.C.B., 
B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

JANUARY 11. 
Uxbridge U.D.C.—30 houses at St. John’s-rd. 


Wm. fh. Bves (F.), 54. High-st., Uxbridge. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
_SANUARY 12. - 
ton-cum U.D.C.—5 pairs of 





th v 
houses at St. Margarets-cres, Cc. Tenders by 
January 31. 

ettenhall U.D.C.—Conversion ef “ New Inn” 
inte fats. S. Dep. £1 1s. 

+Wycombe R.D.C.—23 houses at Loudwater 
and é. bungalows at Kimble. Brocklehurst and 
Cooper, Architects, Crendon-st., High ete 


Dep. £2. 
JANUARY 14. 

+*liminster U.D.C.—20 houses at Butts site. 
W. Stone and Partners, Lioyds Bank- 
7, Fore-st., Taunton. Dep. £2 28 

JANUARY 15. 

Baustead U.D.C.—53 houses at Horsecroft 

Mendon estate.  C., uncil Houses. Dep. 
£2 2s. (Plans inspected at office of A. W. 
Kenyen (F. aR 15, Adeline-ph, Bedford-sq., W.C.1.) 

*Basingstoke R. D.C.—(1) 1 pair of old peo les’ 
ducitiogs. and 3 pairs of houses at Milking Pon- 
la., Old Basing; (2) 4 pairs of old people's 
dwellings, 4 blocks of 4 houses and 14 pairs of 
houses at Sherborne St. Joan. Poulson and 

, 46, Catherine-pl., Westminster, 8.W.1. 
22 2s. Applications should be made as 
son a6 possible. 

Bootle C.B.—16 bungalows at Southport-rd. 
and 6 houses at Aintreerd. and Timon-ave. 
B.B. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Ellesmere Port U.D.6.—Re-erection of 4 
heuses at Grange Farm estate. E. and 8. Dep. 
£1 1s. 


Cack@eld R.D.C.—Block of 3 houses_ nr. 
~~ Crawley Down. E. and S. Dep. 


£2 @s 
Erith T.C.—18 houses at Riverdale-r¢. J. H. 
Qlayton, B.B. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 

Esker U.D.C.—14 cottages at ‘Island Parm- 
+ Reoetas scheme, West Molesey. E. and 8. 

Tinemenatiin U.D.6.—72 houses and 6 bunga- 
lows af Hill-rd. site. J. A. tounge. M.Inst.M. 

&Cy.B. B. and 8. ce 22 2s. 

Tamwerth T.C.—48 ny at Pazeley-rd. site. 

B.E. and 8. Dep. 22 


chbrs., 


TAMUARY 1. to 
Berwiek-upon-Tweed ouses groups 
at Shielfield-terr., Tweedmouth. 38.8. 

23 3s. 


Dep. 


THE BUILDER 


Po T.C.--(1) Completion of block of 
54 flats. City A., 1, Western Parade, Southsea. 
Dep. £3. (For contracts No. 2 and 3 see 
Desember 29 date.) 

JANUARY 17. 

*Lincoin T.C.—268 houses in 

Boultham Moor estate, City E. nm a 8. 


£3 3s. 

York T.C.—Alterations at “‘ Ashfield,” Dring- 
houses, for Technical College accommodation. 
City E. and “oo Dep. £1 

ANUARY 18. 

Buckingham an D.C. — Foundations, party 
walls, chimneys, drainage, etc., and erection of 
superstructure for provision of 8 Swedish 
houses. F. T. Jennings, 8. Dep. 2s. 

+Merton and Morden U.D.C.—35 houses in 3 
groups. E., Morden Hall. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by February 18. 

Pershore R.D.C.—30 houses - 5 sites. Pem 
berton & ome (F. and 


A.), 29, High- st., 

Evesham. Dep 
*Ploughle RDG. i4 houses at Bletching- 
don. F. E. Openshaw (A.), 65, St. Giles-st., 


Oxford. Dep. 
JANUARY 19, 

Abergavenny R.D.C.—30 houses at 4 sites. 
J M. Jones, ae og St. Mary’s-chbrs., Aber- 
er Dep. £3 3s. 

am T.C.—30 houses at_ Derriads. 
BE "The Old Palace, 10, Market-pl. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 21. 

Barmouth U.D.C.—(a) 26 houses, (b) roads 
and sewers at recreation ground. S. Dep. £5. 

Clayton-le-Moors U.D.C.—8 bungalows at 
John-st. site. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*isle of Ely C. 6. directaral alterations and 
redecoration at the Baptist Hall, Haddenham, 
to form kitchen. R. D. Robson (4). County A., 


— ~ 


County Hall, March. Dep, £2 
Littieborou: U.D.C.—32 poised at Shore 
estate. G. Wild, E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


(cheques only). 

Preston B.—688 houses at Ribbleton Hall 
ny Granville Berry, A.M.Inst.C.E. B.S. 
ep 


Mietneony T.C.—Work in various trades for 
erection of 78 houses at Bush site. R. D. 
Whyte, T.C. 

Salisbury T.C.—72 houses at The Drove, West 
Farnham. City E. Dep, £2 2s. 

Selby U.D.C.—50 houses at Abbot’s-rd. E. and 
8., 12, Park-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Southgate T.C.—76 pompee Sy Barrowell 
Green site. B.E. and 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Woking U.D.C.—26 houses at 3 sites. H. P. 
Tame, A.M.Inst.0.E., Registered Architect, E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s 

JAN UARY 22. 

*Southwick U. > C.—12 houses Ri 

omnes scheme. BE. A. Coates, Mr Inet. M.& 
. and 8. Dep. Bs 38. 
JANUARY 22 (extended date). 

*Lewes T.C.—40 houses at Site la, Landport 
estate. C. T. Butler (L.), B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 23. 

*Alton R.D.C.—4 pairs of Swedish houses at 

Lower Froyle. C., 38, High-st. Dep, £10 10s. 


eway 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 


Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 





SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 
apply to the Oldest 
Firm in the Scaffolding 

Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 
Telephone Ne. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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JANUARY 24. 
Portsmouth T.C.—Kepair and recenstruction 
of mass and reinforced concrete oe 5 walls and 
— works at Camber. Dep. 


West. Dean R.D.C.—12 housee at Yorkley 
Slade No. 1 site. H. F. Trew, Architect, Bur. 
ry House, Nettleton- rd., Gloucester. © Dep 


JANUARY 25. 
Devizes T.C.—Conversion of Hillworth House 
into 6 tenements. 8. 
JANUARY 26. 
Eccles T.C.—60 houses and 14 puneenws at 
Peel Green-rd. B.E, and 8. Dep. £2 2s 
Wellington (Som.) U.D.C.—24 Body and 12 
flats. at Doctors’ Meadow site in 2 contracts, 
Rockwell Green. . Howard, Chartered 
Architect, 67, High- st., Wellington, Som. 
JANUARY 28. 
Devizes T.C.—12 houses at Brickley-la. siic. 
B.S. Dep. £2 2s 
Frome R.D.C.—46 houses at various sites. J. 
a. Architect, Radstock, nr. Bath. Dep. 
Pontefract T.C.—Construction ef reinforced 
concrete-covered reservoir, B, and Water &. 
Dep. £3 
B.—84 


Southport 
Russell-rd. BE Dep. £ 
sanyany 31. 

Tyldesley U.D.C houses at Astiey-st. 
site, No. N. Chamberlan F.S.I., E. and S. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
NO DATE. 
Pontypool U.D.C.—40 houses with drainage, 
Fe wy etc., at Varteg-rd., Garndiffaith. C. 
ep. 


*Wirral U.D.C.—12 houses at Heswall. 
Roberts, C 


MISCELLANEOUS 


JANUARY 15. 
Bournemouth C.B.—Demolition of military 
defence woena and reinstatement works on sea 


front. 
JANUARY 18, 
Aberdare PB, Demolition and removal of 
88 shelters. E. and §. 


nom at Site No. 3, 
2 28. 


w.r 


JANUARY 19. 

Worthing R.D.C.—(Clearance of Military 
Defence cbiigeies from foreshore. E. and §., 
15, Mill-rd., Worthing. Dep. £1 is. 

JANUARY 21. 
__Limehurst R.D.C.—Demolition and removal of 
= _— and concrete shelters. B. and 8. Dep. 
8 

Tynemouth C.B.—Demolition of shelters, 

wardens’ posts, communal shelters and static 


water tanks. 
JANUARY 26. 

Eccles T.C.—Demolition and removal of brick 
and concrete shelters. etc. and §. 

*Walthamstow €.C.—Filling in and making 
good anti-tank trenches and fly-bomb crater at 
ree Hall schools playfield. FP. H. Heaven 
v pete Old Monoux-bldg., High-st., Walthamstow, 


JANUARY 31. 
U.D.C.—Complete demolition and 
shelters, E. and 8, Dep. £1 1s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
pitied ETC. 


ANUARY 18. 
Southgate B.C. = BK. and 8. 

ANUARY 19. 
Shidhinen-Trent Cc.B.—B.E. and 8. 
Farnborough U.D.C.—E. and §. 


Tyldesie 
removal o 


JANUARY 
Bootie C.B.—B.E. and §. a 

JANUARY 31, 
Hunts C.C.—County §. 
Lambeth 8.C.—B.F and 8. 

FEBRUARY 4. 


Rhondda U.D.C.—E. and 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


Herne Be U:B.0.~Preparation of housing 
site. E. and 8 Dep. £2 2s. 

Png P ie Brides. i ‘ 
Leig’‘-n ee 4g Dep. £2 2s 

d v.85. Honda and sewers, 

North Farm-rd. and po, — Roads nigh Browne 


Dep 
borough U.D.C, — Laying approx. 
1,340 7 of 3in. and 4in. spua 
bipes, ig per sted site. er ah g a 
instruct 
inne af ang res ion of Cromton Booster 
Bradford and sanua gh meets 
n elksham R.D.0.— 
sewers at pete nag Gifford. R. pve 
ay ps Abbey House, Bradieiden Been 


Dep. 
U.D.C. Pigg ae on wi 
Dep sewers at Sealweli- 


gh 
Manor-rd. site. 


Seaton 
la. site. 8. 











= 


eavore 


te, 


0 


Cai 










nm 


yf 
). 


- Bow ae 











January 4° 1946 


arent 1.0; he a8 ewer Gate 
Liv .C.—Roads and sewers a 
Farm estate. Director of Housing, Blackburn- 


ehrs., Dale-st., Kingsway, Liverpool, 2. Dep. 


£1 ls. 
Penarth U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Words- 
worth-ave. E. andS. Dep. £2 2s. 
Stratford-en-Avon -R.D.C.—Construction of 
ae 4 eto. 4-in. and 3-in. dia. water 
meins, 3 districts. Willcox, Raikes a 
iarshall s. Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 


De 

fle JANUARY 17. 

Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Street works and sewers 
at Michelin housing site. City E. and 8, Dep. 
£ 


3. 
T. th C.B.—Construction of Brewer’s-la. 


ep. £2 
JANUARY 19. 

Sutton Coldfield T.C.—Construction of approx. 
430 yds, of 24 in. diameter sewer in concrete 
pipes. B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 

JANUARY 21. 

Caterham and Warli im U.D.C.—Road 

widening and construction of sewers at 


Crewes-la. 
JANUARY 22. 
Dunoon T.C.—Koads and sewers at Arden- 
slate site. Barge em: Dep. 21 1s. 


Beverley 7.0. Roads ane sewers at Riding 
Fields estate. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 26. 
Qswestry T.C.—Roads and sewers at Shrews- 
B.S. £2 2s. 


_ bury-rd. estate. 
JANUARY ‘2. 
Tynemouth C.8.—Streets and sewers at Broad- 
way me A” site, Cullerceate. B.S. Dep. £2 28 


dANUA RY 31. 
Merthyr Tydfil .C.B.—Reconstrution of main 
sower. Gir a Humphries and McDonald, 
Consultin: ws wee Wylde 


= 3s, 
Green, Birmingh am. -Dep. £5 5s, 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked t have been advertised in previous 


issues. 
JANUARY 12. 

*Bristol “T.C.—(1) 4 Assistant Architects for 
Housing ; (2) 4 Assistant Architects experienced 
in Hospitals, 

*Darlington C. B. —Architectral Assistant. 

Northampton = rye Architect. 

14 
tSeuthport C.B.—Assistant Clerk of Works. 
tStoke-on-Trent T.C. Pi K™ 4 Chief Architect. 
JANUARY 

tBueks 6.6.—Connty Architect, 

*Epping U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 

*Hove T.C:—Architectural Assistant. 

t+Leeds ¥.C:—Planning ‘Assistant. 

tSomerset C.C. ape Me Planning Officer. 


t+tLenden County Counoil. paltime teacher 
of egg Engineering Subjects, Brixton 


School of B 
JAN UARY 18. 

+Grantham T.C.—Junior Technical Assistant. 

*Edmonton T.c.—Town Planning Assistant. 

tNorfoik C.6.—Quantity Surveyor. 

*Worcs. ©.C.—-(a) Principal Assistant Archi- 
tect; (b) Architect’s Assistant; (c) Clerk of 
Works; (d) Mechanist. 

JANUARY 

“*Horsham ° R.D.C. sv oeildings and ° Works 
Inspector. 

*Mitcham T.C.—(1) Senior Town Planni 
nove 2) Town Planning Assistant ; oO 

Temporary ‘own Planning Assistant. 

*Solihull U.D.C.—Senior Quantity Surveyor. 

*Watford T.C.—Assistant Architect. 

JANUARY 21. 


*Beckenham T. €.—Temporary Architectural 


Assistant. 
ae Bo D.C.—Architectural a ne nel 
*Bootle C.B.—(a) Chief Quantity Survey 

(b) Quantity Surveyor; (c) Chief Building” Tn 


B.C.— Temporary .. Architectural 
Assistants, 


*Rochester T.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
JANUARY 22. 
*West Ham Municipal College. Instructor in 


Brickwork. 
JA ANUARY. 24, 
*Chester T.C. (a) Senior Engineering 
Assistant; (b) Senior a Assistant. 
JANUAR 
tAdmiralty Civil Enainees-in-Chiet’s Dept.— 


Designers and Detailers 
tOverseas E Saplayuees- (a) Waterworks. and 
Drainage Engineer, (b) meral Engineer, 
Cawnpore Development cen 
JANUARY 2%. 
cat en ow T.C.—Civil Engineering Assistante, 
second class; Quantity Surveyors, first 
= pred class. 
*Surrey C.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
*Surrey C.C.—Junior Architectural Assistant. 
PEBRUARY 11. 
Mens oe ef Li T.C.—Full-time = 


Ungrad t r d Studio Instructor 
SeRool of Arehitestare. oe - 


THE BUILDER 


; NO 

*Overseas gapiayniine-iaeneral Foreman for 
Trinidad Govt. 

*Overseas Reeronnnt— ERIS of Works, 
Nigeria P.W.D 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Sarnard Castie—U.D.C. approved post-war 
rs Art for 250 houses. t 

Bury. C. propose to resume work on parti- 
ally erected town hail. 

Daventry. —British Legion Association mem- 
bers’ headquarters on housing estate. 

Durham.—County Standing Joint omeaiiige 
to erect 500 police houses. Plans na eA 
Merrett, 43, old Elvet, Durham, County S§. 

H eywood.—T.C, approved school canteen at 
John-st., for M.O. 
Lewisham.—B.C. propose rr of 129 flats 
at Hither Green-la., at £161 
Limehurst.—Lancs E.C. 

at New-st., Waterloo. 
Lu E.C. propose Municipal school at 
ion 


erpool.—T.C. to 
Farm estate for housing site; 
——e to erect 350/400 houses of “ Uco” t; 
1,442 “ Arcon’’ bungalows in lieu of ‘American 
bun alows. E.C. school dining hall and kitchen 
armoyle-rd., Wavertree. 
“Leadon (Westminster). —T.C. to carry out 
conversion = at Alhambra House, Camp ~ 


sapien school clinic 





Cross-rd., at £6,960.—Millbank Wharf to be de- 
molished at cost of £7,500, Rendel, Palmer & 
Tritton, engineers; Edgar Ran er, 

architect, and L. W. Myers, F.S.L., quantity 


surveyor, appointed for adapting 63-5, Cumber- 
land-st. as hostel for aged persons, at £3,000.— 
Tenders to be invited for repairing timber roof 
of Buckingham Palace-rd. baths, estimated at 


£1,650. 
Manchester. Ae ne genet and Salford Savings 


Bank, Ltd., Booth-st., branch bank at 
Second-ave., Trafford. an T.C. operered : 
Additions, Britannia Mills, Hulme ‘@all-rd., for 





T. Goldsworthy & Sons, Ltd. ; additions to works, 
Stokes-st., Clayton, for Metal Box Co., Ltd. 
Manchester.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
factory, Benthnw st. and Daisy-st., Hulme, for 
British Cellulose Industries, Ltd. . Cum. 
s (F.), architect, 16,. Oxford-st.; additions 
to factory, Tortworth- st., Strangeways, for 
London wae Co. (Silkimac), Ltd., Drury 
& Gomersall (L.), architects, 11, Imperial- bidgs., 
Oxford-rd., Chonan -upon-Medlock. 
Mansfield.—T.C. a pproved layout for 159 
“houses at Bancroft-la. estate and 84 houses at 
Goodacre estate, also erection of ‘‘ Duplex” 
houses for aged. persons at Racecourse estate. 
Newport.—Shropshire E.C. propose. school 
canteen on at ee Ercall. 


Northw 5 propose Memorial 
Assembly Hall, at 225,000 

Searborough.—T.C, Propose, 160 houses at 
Barrowcliffe estate, at £150 


Sunderland.—E.C. aananee schemes _ for 
schools, at £868. 
Stockport.—T.C. propose community centre at 


Adswood. 
Tewkesbury.—B. Myers & Co., of Oxford and 
London to erect factory at Newtown, at £30,000. 


EDERATE: 
SMPLOY ER 3 


The Leading Office for 
Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 














MOTOR 
Erc. Ere, W 
Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 


23, Lawrence Lame, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 








TENDERS 
¢ — ee: y apse 


+ Denotes 

j Denotes accepted pass ae to modification. 
Denotes coompees by. H.M. Government 
departments 


Aireborough.—s0 houses at Springfield Farm 
estate, for U.D.C. F. Tunnell, B.Sc., Assoc.M. 





Inst.C.E., E. & 8.: *Mitchell Yeadon & ny 
Ltd., Westfield, Yeadon, nr. Pee £48 
Altrincham.—25__ pairs Grange = 
estate, Tim; ley, for re Slater, 
A.M.LC.E., B.S.: *Marsden & Chapman, Ltd., 
Bedford-dr., Timperley, Altrincham. 
Ceiriog.—28 houses and service ‘Toads at three 
sites, for R.D.C. RK. W. Aubrey, S.: a 


Roberts & Sons, Ltd., Trevor, Wrexham. 
houses and roads, £12,749; *Amos Phillips 
Glanllyn, Glynceiriog, Wrexham, 16 houses and 
roads, £15,87 

Sceascmen a “Easiform” houses, for 
U.D.C.: *J, Laing & Son, Mill Hill, N.W.7 
£109, 367. 

Colchester.—Construction of _ brick pum 
house at Aldham borehole, for T.C. B.E.: 
Taylor (Colchester), Ltd., 115, North Station- 
rd., Colchester. 

Chorley —E ight Broth, houses at two sites, 

. Groves, §.: *G. Hill & Sons, 
Preston, ams and £2,652. 

Coulsdon and Purley.—100 houses at ae 4 
field-rd., Sanderstead. A. W. Ken (F.), 
Adeline-pl., Bedford-sq., W.C.1: * A, Gare. 
wright, Lid., 100, King’ s-av., London, Swit. 

109, 


909. 
Darlington.—72 houses at Nickstream-la., for 
T.C. E. Minors, B.E.: *G. Dougill & Sons (14) 5 
& Armstrong (22); Me cs & Dunwell 


* Bussey 
rown & Dixon (4); °*T. B. Robson (4); 


(6); 


sR! o. Oates & Son (6); “a W. Andrew (8); 
*J. W. Richardson (8). All_ Darlington builders 
Ealing.—240 houses at South-East Nostholt 


Housing estate, for T.C.: *Davis Contractors, 
Ltd., £316,913 (subject to approval). 

Feiling-on-Tyne.— —Erection of ‘Government 
Hyman centre: *R. Carse & Sons, Oldgate, 

orpe’ 

High Wycombe.—82 —s at a gr Parm 
estate, for T.C.: *J. Eadie & Co., Ltd., 
Wolverhampton, £1,012 a house. 

Huntingdon.—Houses for R.D.C.: % at. Great 
Stukeley:. *F. B. Thackray & Co., 
Dryden’s-walk, Huntingdon; 12 at Spaldwick. 
six at Keyston and six at Molesworth: *Loakes 
& Pettit, Ltd., Bridge-st., Thrapston; 22 at 
Sawtry : “Vv. Goodwin, axley, nr. Peterborough ; 
20 at Brampton, four at Leighton: *M. J Allen 
& Son, Chains Brampton, Huntingdon; 
Buckworth: *S. Brawn, ag > Hunting- 
don; four at Hammerton: *J, W. Smith, B 
den, nr. Huntingdon. 

Lancashire.—Works for E.C. G. Noel Hill 
(F.), County A., County Offices. Central kitchen 
at Haslingden, Warner-st.: *Jas. Whittaker & 
Sons (Blackburn), Ltd., Bastweil, Blackburn, 
£3,878; central kitchen at Shevington Broad-o’- 
th’-Lane school, nr: Wigan: *G. & J. Seddon, 
Ltd., 3-5; enmbenionmle West, Little Hulton, 
nr. Bolton, £3,958. 

Liverpool.—136 houses at Brook House estate, 
Huyton, for T.C,; Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 


£134,848 
Liverpool. —School canteen, Gilmour Heath- 
rd. County school, for E.C.. L. H. Keay (F:), 
City A., Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., Kingsway: 
*Renry Boot & Son,. Ltd., Church- rd., Lither- 
land, Liverpool 21, £1,540. 

London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for period ended Decem- 
ber 29:—General maintenance work. Arnold 
Ingham & Sons (Bldrs,), Ltd., St. Annes-on- 
Sea; F. Parkinson & Son, lack pool ; Galbraith 
Bros., Ltd., London, W.C.1; Lewis & Watters, 
Leamington ‘'~ M. & F. ©. Foster & Co., 


Ltd., Hitchin, 
London iWar Dept.).—Works. . contracts 
ptaced by War Dept. for week ended December 
1945 :— 


“bine Miscellaneous work, Thos. Whittaker & 
Son, Fleetwood. Lines: Miscellaneous work, J. 
Burbidge, Grantham, Derbyshire: Miscel- 
laneous work, Beddoes & O’dair, Tean, Stoke-on- 





Trent. Shropshire : Electrical wo , B. French, 
Ltd.,. Kidderminster. ‘arwic kshire Miscel- 
Leami n Spa. 


laneous work, Stowe & Co., 
Lo Miscellaneous work, Mattock Paros, 
Ltd., London, W.C.1. Hampshire : eer nmastc 
flooring, Neuchatel Asphalte Co.,° Ltd., ines, 


id. 
London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended ember 22. 


Yorks: Miscellaneous work, 
(Contractors), Ltd., Sowerby Bridge; pitch 
mastic flooring, Associated Asphalt Co., 
—— 8.W.7 Lines: Miscellaneous work, 
Th f Mumford, Spalding. 

Lowestoft. — Secondary school _ canteen 
kitchen: *Comben & Wakeling, Halesworth, 
3 


£3,338. 

Manchester.—Works canteen for S. &. J. 
Watts & Co., Ltd., Portland-st.: *L. Brown & 
Sons, Ltd., Macclesfield, rd., A, Wilmsloy. Ches. 

Middlesbrough.—57 houses at 
Cargo Fleet-la., for T.C.: A SThotnton Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Bridge-rd., Stoekton (subject to 











22 THE BUILDER 


, Town Hail: *Brnest C. Jordan & Son, 
Stow Hill, Newport, Mon. 


orthamptonshire.—Erection of police houses, 
ri A O.C. Standing Toint Committee J. Perkins 
G) County A., Oounty oy, Guildhall-rd., 
orthampton: * Thom *& Sons, Ltd. 


M.H. consent); 147 “ Arcon” houses at Cargo Boro’ A 
Central-chbrs., 


Fleet-la., for T.C.: *Thornten Construction Co., 
TAd., Bridge-rd., Stockton. 
.).—66 Duplex houses at Alway 


¢ 
Farm site, for C.B. Johnson Blackett (F.), 








Cold Overton-rd., 
S.: *J. 8. Olark, 
Langham, Oakham, £6, é s 

Pershore.—Site works and erection of six 
Swedish houses at Pinvin, for B.D.C. Pem- 
berton & Bateman, architects, 29, High-st., 
Evesham: *F. Allard & Sons, Worcester-rd., 
Evesham, £3,700; four permanent houses at 
Lower ag *Espley & Co., 77, High-st., 

4,958 ; 22 permanent “houses at Great 
: *F. Allard & Sons, Worcester-rd., 


743. 

Rawoliffe.—Houses for R.D.C. J. F. Oham- 
bers (L.), 87, Boothferry-rd., Goole. 4 at 
Rawcliffe: #Durham & & Ramicy, ery 16, 
Butt-la. bnaith, @ korg at Swine- 
fleet: *R. K oskitt (B eal), Ttd., “Beal, Goole, 
£12,572; PA houses, | Raweliffe : 

2 ost Vigionas.. Goole, £4,81: 
houses at \pothor-ta. °C. 


Nine 
Day; ay, Beatborourh. 

; Sheringham.— at Pine Grove estate, 
for U.D.O. R. a ePotherelenn, P.F.AS8,, re- 
gistered architect, St. Peter’s-rd., Sheringham : 

a wee Bullen & Sons, Cromer, 212,096. 


Stockport.—Youth Club and Institute for 
Y.M.C.A. Committee. W. F. Gardner, Hon. 
Architect, Town Hall: *Thos. Davies & Son 
(Contractors), Ltd., Croft Mill, Turncroft-la., 


ag OY — Houses for U.D.C. 
Warner & Dean, architects, Mansfield-rd. 38 
type “A” and 38:type “D,” Hardwick-la. 
Housing scheme <a 7: ¢ —_ Taylor & 
haw, Ltd., John-st., Sheffield ype “A” 
and 30 type “'D,” Alfreton-rd. ¥ site, 
extension 2: *J. rson, Station- td., Sutton-ia- 
Ashfield, Notts. 

Swadiinoote.—68 “ Duplex ” ag eompris- 
ing 16 Sst flats at Meadow View-rd., v4 

: H. Taylor (Nottingham). Titd.. * 151 
Aiteaborougi ls, Notts, £106,943 (subject te 


M.H. approv. 
Tetbury.—32 honses, including nurses’ home, 
fer RD O.: *Holborow & Sons, Ltd., Tetbury, 
: *W. BL & 


em (subject to M.H. , aupreral)- 
inslow.—22 houses, Cc. 
H” Ro ily *Gibbard & Ingram, 
Winslow. Total cost, £26,199. 
Uttoxeter.—26 houses at Weaver Lodge es- 
oe. for U.D.C. S. Proud, 8.: *Percy G. Trent- 





are now members of the 


FEDERATION 


OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 


am, Ltd., Wood-la., Erdington, Bi ham 24, 
e39,406 plus £20 per house for aes ox: 
penses, ae weather and guaranteed time. 





SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
32 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


"Phene er write: 
Secretary : 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St.,N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 














January 4 1946 


Wanstead and Woodford ¥.C.—7 blocks of 


ood 
Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst fill, 
Quantities by Thurgood, Son ~, Ohidge ey: 





Fairhead & Sons, Lid., 
oa H for B.D.C. H. W. 
a ee ouses for .C. 
shofield 8. Site works and-erection of - 
edish ‘houses 0 on ag. 4 sites: Bh ne 4 
Barton, Wellingboroug’ 
20 brick houses, Irchester: *Potter & ena: 
Stanwick, Welli rough, £22,948. 
tehaven.—Kitchen at onkway school ier 
M.0.2.: *Demolition & Construction Co., 
%, Pe acre ed Live 1 2. 
—14 ouses at a 
Wirkoworth and 36 at Derby-rd., for D.C. 
F. Collins, architect, 42, Brut on-st., Beskales. 
sq., London, W.1: *A. Lee, va view, What- 
standwell, nr. Derby, £52,950. 


© 











““ALBION”’ 


EASY CLEAN 


PATENT HINGE 


The ideal hinge for stormproof 
casement windows. Specially 
designed for EJMA standard 
joinery—and constructed to give 
ample clearance room to clean 
outside of windows from within. 
Simple fitting on bench—no 
cutting away — inexpensive. 
Illustrations, etc., sent on request. 


ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. 
Old Gak Commen Lane, 
Willesden: 4.0.16 

Telephone - - Elgar 4802 








HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Peint Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s «aiceump~ Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SGN 


VENTILATING geryeges aad 
Emergency Address: Addiseembe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDOR. SURREY 
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the umber ce: 
us con- 
tinues to grow. 


Consult us about your Factory TO-DAY / 


iwem NEGUS .rp 














"AT.5474.) 


GALBRAITH 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHtAncery 7901-3 











Station Works. Kinc JAMES S1t.S.E./. (WA 
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